Teaching Pronunciation 3 НАБ
Exploratory task 2.7

In the rhyme that follows first try and produce the rhythmic pattern of your own (the given pattern should be masked)  and then compare it with the one given to the right of the poem

Little Jack Horner                           -..-.

Sat in a corner                                 -..-.

Eating his Christmas pie                  -..-.-

He stuck in his thumb                       .-..-

And pulled out a plum                       .-..-

And said “What a good boy am I”   ..--..-.-

Recitations. Passages are given to the learners for practice and recitation with the focus on stress, timing and intonation. This techniques may or may not involve memorization of the text.

Exploratory task 2.8

Analyze the following “jazz-chant” and predict the phonetic difficulties it may cause:

	Jazz-chant
	Pronunciation difficulties

	Sorry I wasn't in class.

I said, I'm sorry I wasn't in class.

I had the flu.

My cat got sick.

My car broke down.

I lost my keys.

Sorry I wasn't in class.

I said, so sorry I missed your class.

I overslept.

I missed the bus.

I met a friend.

I had a date.

So sorry I missed class.

I know I should have come.

It's the only way to learn. 
(Graham,.C. 1978. Jazz chants. N.Y.)
	


Tasks with interjections. Tasks with interjections are used to develop in learners the ability to use phonetic means in the given situational circumstances. There are quite a few phonemes that can be used in speech as “interjections” i.e. short exclamatory words. The learners are given a situational phrase, to which they react using an interjection with the correct articulation and intonation.

Exploratory task 2.9

React to the following situational phrases with an interjection. Clarify the intonation and feeling you want to express.

	Situation
	Reaction

	· You take a sip of refreshing coffee

· The dog is ill again

· The door slams on your finger

· The new movie is opening tonight

· You have to plug it in before it works

· You are driving over a speed limit and see a police car in your rear-view mirror

· Look! There's a fly in your soup

· While spilling your coffee …

· You finally understand the math problem

· You don't hear what someone says

· You want to scare somebody

· Have you ever read this book?

· Can I trust you?
	Ahhh!

Aw!

Ouch!

Oh!

Oh…

Uh-oh…

Ooh!

Oops!

Aha!

Huh? (nasal)

Boo!

Uh-uh (nasal)

Uh-huh (nasal aha)


Creative exercises. These techniques incorporate phonetic tasks in the creative communicative task. E.g. Make up a list of your favorite fruit and pronounce the words to make everybody feel how you like the items. Make up a poem about the wind. End up every line with the sound /sh-sh-sh-o-o-o-w/. Read a news story to others. Sound bored, indifferent, shocked, irritated, angry or pleased. A creative activity can target the acquisition of a particular sound or a group of sounds. E.g. in the activity “/th/ voiceless VS. /th/ voiced” the learners can be asking each other about the relationship of the people in the family tree. E.g. Who is Keith’s mother? – Keith’s mother is Agatha.

	
	
	
	John
	Synthia
	
	
	

	
	Mathew
	Catherine
	
	
	Timothy
	Agatha
	

	Anthony
	Thad
	Garth
	Ethel
	Keith
	Meredith
	Ruth
	Beth


Exploratory task 2.10

Read the following poem and decide upon the intonation of questions (low rise, high rise etc) that you can use to make the poem sound better. Recite the poem and compare your versions in the groups.

	Poem
	Intonation of questions

	What is pink?                         

A rose is pink                                             

By the fountain’s brink.                        

What is red?                    

A poppy’s red                                              

In it’s green bed.

What is blue? 

The sky is blue                                           

Where the clouds fly through.

What is white? 

A swan is white                                             

So white in the light.

What is yellow?

Pears are yellow,

Rich and ripe and mellow.                             

What is green? 

The grass is green,

With small flowers between.

What is violet?                                                     

Clouds are violet                                           

In the summer twilight.

What is orange? 

Why, an orange,                                            

Just an orange! 
	


Recording of learners’ pronunciation offers opportunities for feedback from the teacher and peers. 

Exploratory task 2.11

Advertise the objects that are in front of you in order to convince the audience to buy them! You can advertise “a bag”, “a sandwich”, “a paper clip” etc. Speak non-stop for three minutes. Your presentation will be recorded as well as the presentations of other students. Decide which presentation is the most convincing and why. Give the scoring for the following

	Aspects of assessment
	Scoring

	· Clarity of diction

· Tempo of speech

· Variety of intonation

· Voice projection

· Meaningful emphasis of words
	


Board game
Board games are used for teaching pronunciation in pairs or small groups. They teach not only pronunciation but also learner interaction.

Exploratory task 2.12

Try the game rhyming dominoes. In the game words are used instead of numbers. Each player chooses out of the set 5 or 7 dominoes. The player with a double domino (having two rhyming words on it) starts the play. The next player continues by adding a domino, which has a word to rhyme. The game continues round the players and the first person to get rid of the cards is the winner. Use the following grid for cutting the dominoes across or down:

	Hair
	Wear
	Knew
	True

	Chair
	Blue
	Shoe
	See

	Share
	Tea
	Do
	Height

	Where
	Flight
	Who
	Most

	Pear
	Ghost
	Through
	Short

	Their
	Taught
	Two
	Hate

	There
	Plate
	Might
	Bite


Exploratory task 2.13

Guess the words. Every answer has the sound [tch] or [dge].

1. Famous English prime minister.

2. We eat bread, butter and … m

3. We buy jam in a  …r

4. You’ll get fat if you eat too much …ate.

5. A game for two is …s. 
6. A young hen is a …n

7. This rude man is not a … n

8. This dangerous bridge is …st outside the village.

9. His new car is a … eep

10. To buy meet let’s go to the …’s

Three-phase framework for teaching pronunciation

The three phases for teaching pronunciation include pre-activity, while-activity and post-activity. The general contents of these phases can be as given in the table below:

	Phase
	Description

	· Pre-activity

· While-activity

· Post-activity
	Isolating phonetic material (sounds and/or intonation)

Focusing on phonetic material

Activating prior general knowledge

Motivating the learners for the activity

Performing the task.

Doing communicative and/or meaningful drill

Using phonetic means for communicative and/or creative purposes

Reflecting on the results

Re-visiting phonetic material

Further tasks for classroom or independent studies




Exploratory task 2.14

Match the following stages of running the activity and the phases of  pre-activity,  while-activity or post-activity. 

	Type of work
	Phase of the activity

	A/ Sequence the following sentence to produce a limerick:

So his life was incredibly long
He lay on his back

Who never did anything wrong

With his head in a sack

There was an old man of Hong Kong

B/Analyze how a limerick is written
There was a young man from Bengal

Who wen to a fancy dress ball.

He thought he would risk it

An go as a biscuit,

But a dog ate him up in the hall.

C/ Pick up the words from the limerick that contain “minimal phonetic pairs” e.g. the words that differ in only one sound e.g. /long/ /wrong/ etc. Practice the pronunciation of these words. Think of more phonetic minimal pairs of words and try to write a limerick of your own.
	1. Pre-activity
2. While-activity

3. Post-activity


Micro-teaching task

You are to teach your learners the pronunciation of statements, questions and exclamations. You are going to show them a set of pictures. By using these pictures you can elicit either statements, questions or exclamations. To signal your learners what kind of sentences you want them to produce, you will use the cards

	!
	?
	.


 Work out the procedure of teaching in the three-phase framework.

	Phase
	Contents of work

	· Pre-activity

· While-activity

· Post-activity
	


Answer keys

Warming-up discussion 0
1D 2F 3D 4D 5T 6D 7D 8F 9D

SAQ 1.1
1B 2B 3b 4B 5a 6a 7a

Exploratory task 1.1
1 eleven players of a football team a looking for a contact lens lost by the goalkeeper; 2 Pauline is the tallest one)

Exploratory task 1.2

1 boiled, 2 join, 3 merchant, 4 work 5 person 6 heard 7 when

Glossary

Allophone is a variant of a phoneme that is typical for individuals, social groups or dialects

Approximation approach is the target pronunciation that resembles the native pronunciation only partially but is nevertheless sufficient for communication

Articulation is a set of movements by the articulation organs (tongue, lips etc) in order to pronounce speech sounds

Consonant is a speech sound with an obstruction on the way of the air passage

Diphthong is a vowel with a glide that is considered to be one phoneme

Interjections are exclamatory sounds e.g. “Oh!’

Intonation is a change in the pitch of voice that plays a significant part in communicating structural organization of an oral utterance, types of sentences and individual attitudes

Minimal opposition pair consists of the two speech sounds that are different from each other in only one single feature (e.g. [p] and [b])

Modification of phonemes in connected speech is the spoken style of pronouncing the speech sounds with reductions, changes and omissions

Phoneme is a speech sounds that is capable of distinguishing the meaning of words if it is substituted by another sound

Phonetic competence is the knowledge of correct pronunciation

Pronunciation drill is an activity that is based on language rehearsal with the purpose of practicing pronunciation

Pronunciation errors are phonetic inaccuracies that stem from the fallacious idea of what a correct pronunciation should be

Pronunciation mistakes are occasional inaccuracies against the background of a generally correct pronunciation

Received pronunciation is the most universally understood mode of English pronunciation that is accepted as the norm by the BBC radio and TV

Sound-symbol correspondence is the association between speech sounds and the letters, with which these sounds are written

Tongue-twisters are phrases that are difficult for pronunciation because the sounds easily get confused in them

Vowel is a speech sound with a free air passage
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