From THE DOCTOR IN THE HOUSE

This book was written by Richard Gordon. This is the pen name used by Gordon Ostlere (born Gordon Stanley Ostlere on September 15, 1921), an English surgeon and anaesthetist. As Richard Gordon, Ostlere has written several novels, screenplays for film and television and accounts of popular history, mostly dealing with the practice of medicine. He is most famous for a long series of comic novels on a medical theme starting with "Doctor in the House", and the subsequent film, television and stage adaptations. His "The Alarming History of Medicine" was published in 1993, and he followed this with "The Alarming History of Sex". Gordon worked as anaesthetist at St. Bartholomew's Hospital (where he was a medical student) and later as a ship's surgeon and as assistant editor of the British Medical Journal. He has published several technical books under his own name including "Anaesthetics for Medical Students"(1949); later published as "Ostlere and Bryce-Smith's Anaesthetics for Medical Students" in 1989, "Anaesthetics and the Patient" (1949) and "Trichlorethylene Anaesthesia" (1953). In 1952, he left medical practice and took up writing full time. He has an uncredited role as an anesthesiologist in the movie.

Moving to the story itself, it is written in a form of the author’s recollections. It has a truthful account of events how students, especially medical students, try to pass the final examination. The title of the story is suggestive of the topic Richard Gordon is going to raise- the topic of medicine. As the story unfolds, I doubt about my predictions in the beginning.
Moving further, this story is about medical students who are about to have the final examinations soon and that makes them nervous. Students spend nights swotting up, counting the days before the exams which can’t be held without an invigilator. The first part of the examination consists of the written papers for which a candidate has three hours. Different reaction of students can be observed: some students consider that they have superiority – they are sure they know everything; others stand up and leave the room. After taking the exam, one of the boys isn’t absolutely confidents about the accuracy of the test but he is sure that no paper will be checked – the don has his own method of giving grades. A week later there is the next step – the viva. Examiners are unknown to that boy. He is luck to get the question he is aware of and as a result an examiner cuts him sort and gives him one more question. The days after the oral examination were hard for the boy. All the students arrive to place where the results will be announced. The Secretary and the porters call out the numbers of the candidates. Having heard his number, the man is coming to the Secretary who says that he has passed the exams. 

As for me, I find the plot realistic and simple. It develops slowly and doesn’t baffle the reader. For me it was neither boring nor absorbing. Because being a student and having come across these situations, it was just interesting for me to follow. Moreover, the plot develops slowly which helps easily follow the plot. 

From this we can say that the message of the text can be stated as follow: the author is providing the reader with the description of not only a person’s inner state but also the atmosphere during the period of taking exams. As a result, this story deals with the burning problems of life: education. Within one big problem, the story touches upon a variety of problems: the problem of students’ preparation to the examinations, the way of taking them, feelings they have during this period, examiner attitude to some students. The story is full of problems, but they emerge as part of life which is so energetically, vividly, frankly open for our inspection. The writer depicts the problem from different angles: form a student himself, from other students, from examiners, form invigilator and from the Secretary who announces the results.
Changing the topic of the discussion, the text under study is a first person narrative. The narration interlaced with descriptive passages and dialogues of the personages. These are dialogues between Grimsdyke (a boy’s fellow student) and the boy himself, examiners and the boy. Sometimes narration is broken digressions. The first one is a lyrical digression. It’s the description of the porters: their function during exams, the uniform they have to wear and their placement. The next digression is a philosophical one. It’s given while describing the oral examination. It provides the reader with some information about the disadvantage women have in this kind of examinations. And the last digression tells about feelings a student has in the period of waiting the results. This is a psychological digression. 
This story can be divided into several parts:

1. the exposition. It provides with reader with some information about exams: what it is for a student.

2. the development of the plot. Here we can see what a person has to over come after studying at University. It is the preparation, writing and oral exams, and the felling a student has during and between exams.

3. the climax. It is the day of announcement of the results.

4. the denouncement. In this part a reader gets acquainted with a student’s emotions, his reaction after the results have become known.  
To start, the author gives a vivid description of final exams in the introduction. He describes them from the students’ point of view. The dominate tone of this extract is tragic and pessimistic. From the content we can judge that isn’t a pleasant possess. To confirm this, the author introduces very effective similes: “the final examinations are something like death”`, “an examination is nothing more than an investigation”. One more device helps to denounce how horrible exams are. It’s epithet. The epithet as a stylistics device helps to create a feeling what emotions students have, thinking about exams: “an unpleasant inevitability”, “fighting spirit”, “a straight contest”, “well-established rules”. The author with the help of “negative, strong” adjectives makes readers realizes how hard it’ll be to pass examinations and nothing else can be as difficult as final exams. 
 The devices stated above try to make ask sure that exams are not just our knowledge testing, but something much more terrible. So, the topic sentence of the introduction can be the following: “To a … student the final examinations are something like death: an unpleasant inevitability to be faced sooner or later, …”. But with a word-combination: “something like death” gives a reader the hope that it isn’t so awful and perhaps something pleasant will happen further. 
Dwelling on the story in details, the author continues the mood he hat set at the beginning. But now, it’s the turn of verb to express it: “cheat”, “gaze”, “swot up”, “keep an eye”, etc. Moreover, with the help of such, we realize how strict everything is during exams. But still there is little hope of a good outcome – the outcome that a student can cheat. It is expressed with the help of euphony. While reading the description of the process of having the written exam, we come across a lot of such sounds as [z], [s], [h], [f], [θ] and some other. This gives us the impression that somebody is turning pages trying to cheat, perhaps. For example: “Three hours were allowed for the paper”, “about half-way through the anonymous examinees began to differentiate themselves” etc. It was hard both to rally thought and to try to cheat. As a result a person was tired. The degree of tiredness is shown through the simile and epithet: “walked down the stairs as if I had finished an eight-round fight”. One more example of euphony: it can be found during the description of the waiting room. Such sounds as [t], [f], [h], [wu:], [s], etc make readers think that students are whispering revising everything before the oral exam: “I was shown to a tiny waiting-room furnished with hard chairs, …”
Moving to the checking of the papers there is absolutely another situation. The tone of neglecting is prevailing. This is reached with the help of vocabulary. First of all they are verbs: “totter”, “chuck”, “without arousing”. Their function is to express a student’s attitude towards the teachers and towards people who check exam paper. Moreover, not everything can be as successful as an opportunity to cheat. This is achieved through the break-in-the narrative: “I…and stumbled through the answer”. 
Summing up the development of the plot, the tragic tone prevails, but the notes of laughing appear. Having begun to take exams, students calm down and think that the examinations aren’t like the death. This effect is reached with the help of different devices and vocabulary itself.   
Moving to the climax, the author makes us nervous, because now everyone is waiting for the results. The tone of this part is nervous but still sometimes it is doesn’t lack hope of a good outcome. The nervousness and uneasiness of mind is expressed with the help of metaphor: “back days”, “shreds of success”, “the room come” and simile: “equally depressing experience that had overtaken previously”. Moreover, to make the situation more frightening, to show how it is changing to a more nervous one, the climax is used: “suddenly”, “frightening, unexpected silence and stillness”, “unexploded bomb”, “windows rattle”, “raised his voice”, “pulse short in my ears”. Besides, the effect is achieves through simile: “like an unexploded bomb”, “palms were as wet as sponges”. Moreover, these devices gradually prepare us to know the student’s results of the exams. Before the reader will know the denouement the vocabulary gives the definite mood: “the world stood still”, “the traffic stopped”, “the clouds hung in the air”, “the winds dropped”, etc. Through these words the effect of increasing tension is reached. And after this, there is an unexpected ending. Having known his good results, the boy just stands still and looks in one point. So this ending makes the reader not stop reading and forget about the story, but image something in his mind. This is done with the help of anti-climax. 
To crown it all, great number of stylistic devices are used, which help the author to reproduce the atmosphere, feeling a person has while having final examinations. During the whole story the tension is growing and at the end it fall. That makes the story not just entertaining, but it also makes readers thinks about it afterwards.
