Input reading 1

Warming-up discussion 1.1

Complete the grid below indicating the real world situations, in which it is necessary to speak.
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Exploratory task 1.1

Study the list of speaking genres, indicate real world situations where these genres can occur. Some examples have been given to you.

	Genre
	Situation

	· Description
	

	· Narration
	Telling a tale to a child

	· Reasoning
	

	· Identification 
	

	· Language-in –action
	

	· Comment 
	

	· Service encounters 
	

	· Debate and argument
	

	· Learning 
	

	· Decision making
	


Exploratory task 1.2

In the process of communication a speaker performs the necessary communicative functions (information request and providing information, saying rituals of greeting and others, expressing imagery and feelings, controlling other people’s behavior). A speaker can use conventional phrases without much meaning in them (e.g. How are you?). Speakers can use plain or metaphorical language (“If you don’t obey, you’ll get in the neck!) to be more expressive. Check your ability to perform the following functions

	Oral functions
	Language samples

	Providing information

· Confirmation

· Denial 

· Promise

· Rhetorical question

· Description

· Narration 

· Reasoning
	

	Ritualizing

· Greeting

· Farewell

· Congratulation

· Invitation

· Condolence 
	

	Controlling other people’s behavior

· Approval

· Disapproval

· Blaming 

· Apology

· Warming

· Threat 
	


Exploratory task 1.3

Study your own style of oral speech. Mark the following statements as “true” or “false” as referring to yourself. Describe your communication style. Find among your peers a person with the same oral style as yourself.

	Statements
	T F

	1. I am a blunt person 

2. I criticize people 

3. I rarely admit I am wrong 

4. I can gossip about a mutual friend 

5. I compliment people  

6. I use rude language at least sometimes

7. I like to talk about myself 

8. I am a good listener  

9. I push forward my ideas

10. I talk a lot 

11. I don't mind talking about a situation where I was embarrassed, humiliated and so on 
	


Exploratory task 1.4

How will you repair the following conversation making it more organized for writing? Who are the participants and what are they talking about?
	Original utterance
	Repaired version

	· What age did you start it?

· From ten to eleven

· And gave up?

· About a year ago

· Why?

· It’s all like … all the posters you see about…and you know … it gives you … lung cancer … and all that …

· How did you do it?

· Just gradually … went off them … stopped buying my own … started cadging them first …then by the time …just give … gave them up after a while …
	


Exploratory task 1.5

Match the following pieces of discourse with the types of “transactional” or “interactional” language.

	Discourse samples
	Types of discourse

	1. … and with the acting in the film … you know … it really works well … it’s a great script to start with … and all the jokes come through … very entertaining 

2. … one thing that I like about my age is that you have a sense of proportion …less and less of these highs and lows as the teenagers have …

3. Young prodigies are of course not confined to music … take sports for instances such as chess or athletics …many of them miss a lot in their general education … their parents’ expectations put them under stress as well …

4. … well … you can have lots of emotions … lots of love … and you can keep in your emotions and would let it out in little bits … it’s all in your fancy and the more fancy you have the more romantic you are …

5. …in fact it’s been estimated that up to 40% of all drugs prescribed in the USA are derived from rainforest resources. These resources have been used for centuries …
	A. Transactional discourse

B. Interactional discourse


Exploratory task 1.6

In the space provided write the devices of the conversational discourse found
	Discourse samples
	Devices

	1. It’s depressing and … I mean … it can even go worse
	

	2. And it’s to this purpose that he dedicated his entire life
	

	3. …absolutely crazy … just crazy to behave like that …
	

	4. I do feel a sense of responsibility … kind of feeling … that is … sort of … new to me 
	

	5. He is the sort of driver that picks up speeding tickets and all that, you know
	

	6. And the moment I touched it went “whoosh!” and was gone
	

	7. He is not quite well mentally, sorry to say it I mean it’s a real problem
	


Exploratory task 1.7

Analyze the following conversation: (A man, woman and child are having dinner in a South Philadelphia diner). Answer “questions for analysis in the right column”

	Conversation
	Questions for analysis

	Waitress: 

(to woman:) what're ya havin', dear ? 

Woman: 

I'll have the prime rib with baked potato. 

Waitress: 

How d'ya like the steak done? 

Woman: 

Medium rare. 

Waitress: 

On your salad? 

Woman: 

Blue cheese. 

Waitress: 

(to boy:) ok how 'bout you, sweetheart? 

Child: 

I'll have a cheeseburger with fries and a coke. 

Waitress: 

O—kay! (to man:) how `bout you, sir? 

Man: 

I'll have the spaghetti and meatballs. 

Waitress: 

On your salad? 

Man: 

Ranch. 

Waitress: 

To drink? 

Man: 

A glass of that .. you know… as usual. 

Waitress: 

O—kaaay, we'll get started on that. 
	What kinds of `standard' and `non-standard' speech is exhibited in the conversation? 

What kinds of address forms are used by the various participants in this conversation? 

In which order does the server address the others, and why? 

Why do some of the participants never use any address forms; do you see this as impoliteness, or a lack of deference on their part? 

What communication strategies are used by the participants?


Exploratory task 1.14

Look at the picture on the left and give your partner commands to enable him/her to draw the same picture without seeing it. You are allowed to use the words such as “a straight line’, “a curve”, “on top”, “down the middle” etc . 


Communicative techniques can be isolated as shown below:

	
	Communicative techniques


	

	Non-reality techniques
	Simulation techniques


	Reality techniques

	Preparation for the language
	· Games 
· Information gap
· Jigsaw
· Information transfer
· Role-plays
· Discussions 
· Projects
	· In-class socialization 

· Out-of-class socialization


Run this typical “information-gap” activity and reflect on the procedure. Student A is given the plan of an apartment. Student B has a blank sheet. Student A is to describe the plan of the apartment to student B without showing the sketch to him. Student B can ask comprehension-check questions. After the students have finished the task, the drawings are compared.

	Student A
	Student B

	
                                Sitting room

      K                            

                         Kitchen 
                   area

                   
	


Exploratory task 2.2

Run the “jig-saw” activity to practice speaking. Student A has a text, which is the beginning of the text for student B. The two texts complement each other. Without showing the texts to each the learners ask each other “Yes-No” questions (comprehension-check questions are allowed too e.g. “Do you mean to say that …?) and pool the whole information together. Reflect on the procedure.

	Text A
	Text B

	British Prime Minister called for the modernization of the comprehensive system, encouraging "diversity" and innovative approaches to raising standards. This could mean the end of the traditional school day and the opening of classrooms around the clock – with schools offering out-of-hours classes for pupils and the wider community. 
	Schools must be able to serve the particular needs of pupils who might excel at sport or music or drama. There are many children sitting in schools today with low ambitions but huge reserves of talent that have never been unearthed. Another emphasis is the importance of teaching modern languages at schools.  



	Items of analysis
	Comments 

	1. Clarity of instruction
	

	2. Motivation and involvement
	

	3. Challenge of the task
	

	4. Useful language
	

	5. Comprehension-check questions
	

	6. Time required to complete the task
	

	7. Degree of success
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