Modern English Lesson

Warming-up discussion 0

Assess the problems that you are likely to experience during your own lessons (5 – very serious problem, 4 – serious problem, 3 – average problem, 2 – little problem, 1 – no problem). Share your results. Suggest solutions.

	Problem
	Rating

	
	5
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Teaching pronunciation
	
	
	
	
	

	Explanation of grammar
	
	
	
	
	

	Grammar drill
	
	
	
	
	

	Vocabulary build-up
	
	
	
	
	

	Developing speaking skills
	
	
	
	
	

	Developing listening skills
	
	
	
	
	

	Developing reading skills
	
	
	
	
	

	Developing writing skills
	
	
	
	
	

	Keeping learners motivated
	
	
	
	
	

	Keeping discipline
	
	
	
	
	

	Giving creative lessons
	
	
	
	
	


Input reading 1

Warming-up discussion 1.1

Create a mind-map showing your associations with a “effective lesson”.


Effective lesson

Mark the following ways of teaching as “modern” M, “effective” E or both (ME).

	Teaching ways
	M  E  or ME

	A. Memorizing words
	

	B. Teaching to read through “phonics” (letter-sound relation)
	

	C. Find synonyms in the text
	

	D. Answer questions on the text
	

	E. Drilling grammar structures
	

	F. Communicative games
	

	G. Role-plays
	

	H. Group discussions
	

	I. Writing essays
	


Exploratory task 1.1. Give your comments on the learning opportunities that are created in the lessons with the following features:
	Features of the lesson
	Input opportunities
	Practice opportunities
	 Receptivity opportunities

	1. Teacher talking time
	
	
	

	2. Teacher waiting time
	
	
	

	3. Pair- and small-group work
	
	
	

	4. Building on learners’ success
	
	
	

	5. Learners’ time-on-task time
	
	
	

	6. Teacher’s non-judgement 
	
	
	

	7. Learner-centered  work
	
	
	


Exploratory task 1.2

Match the following activities with the results of learning and write your comments in the space provided. More than one “result” can be matched with some activities

	Activities
	Results of Learning 

	
	Knowledge
	Skills
	Emotions

	1. Teacher’s explanation
	
	
	

	2. Chorus drill after the teacher
	
	
	

	3. Opening the brackets in the grammar exercise
	
	
	

	4. Acting out real world situations 
	
	
	

	5. Reciting a poem by heart
	
	
	

	6. Retelling the text
	
	
	

	7. Doing a multiple-choice test
	
	
	

	8. Problem solving activity
	
	
	

	9. Guessing game activity


	
	
	


SAQ 1.1

Match the model of seating arrangements in the classroom and the learner activities (Classification of seating arrangements is adapted from Scrivener).

	Classroom organization
	Activities

	1. In straight rows
	A. Coaching each other

	2. In s circle
	B. Practicing dialogues

	3. One circle inside the other
	C. Jig-saw reading

	4. As a horseshoe 
	D. Free group talk

	5. Two straight lines
	E. Information gap

	6. In pairs
	F. Teacher-controlled group talk

	7. In small groups
	G. Examination


Exploratory task 1.3

Indicate in the space provided what on-line (spontaneous) changes can be done to the lesson as a result of classroom interaction

	Lesson components
	On-line changes and reasons

	1. Syllabus 
	

	2. Method (principles of teaching) 
	

	3. Approach (theoretical basis)
	

	4. Atmosphere
	

	5. Input
	

	6. Practice opportunities
	

	7. Learner receptivity
	

	8. Techniques
	

	9. Materials
	


Exploratory task 1.4

Write a short variant of a lesson plan on any topic and in any free format. Exchange your lesson plans in the group and tick ( the metaphors to describe the lesson

	Lesson play
	Metaphors

	
	· Variety show

· Climbing a mountain
· Eating a meal


In sum, a lesson as a concept can be given the following definition

	A lesson is an organized and goal-oriented process, which is a set of learning opportunities, a model of cognition and a framework for  interaction of the participants.


Exploratory task 1.5

In the space provided describe how you understand the following lesson criteria

	Lesson criteria
	Comment

	1. Organized lesson
	

	2. Goal-oriented process
	

	3. Learning opportunities
	

	4. Creating knowledge
	

	5. Creating experience
	

	6. Creating skills
	

	7. Learner interaction
	


Exploratory task 2.1

In the space provided give the “pros” and “cons” of every lesson planning type

	Lesson planning type
	Pros
	Cons

	1. Logical line
	
	

	2. Topic umbrella
	
	

	3. Jungle path
	
	

	4. Rag-bag
	
	


Exploratory task 2.2

Here are possible activities that a teacher can run with the learners in the video-assisted lesson. How can you sequence these activities of using video-film in the lesson? Add other tasks if  necessary.

	Activities
	Sequence of tasks

	a) Silent viewing (picture only)
	1      2      3      4      5      6    7    8    9

	b) Freeze frame (stop playing the tape)
	

	c) Role-play
	

	d) Behavior observations (gestures etc)
	

	e) Prediction (what will come next?)
	

	f) Thinking-and-feeling analysis
	

	g) Blind viewing (sound only)
	

	h) Culture comparison
	

	i) Pair viewing (one watches while the other sits with one’s back to the screen and asks questions)
	


Exploratory task 2.3

Produce a lesson plan following the given format

	Level of English

Course-book

	Lesson objectives
	Contents: 

	
	Skill: 

	
	Technique:  

	
	Product:  


	Phase
	Procedure

	LEAD-IN
	Teacher
	Learners

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Phase
	Procedure

	MAIN ACTIVITY
	Teacher
	Learners

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Phase
	Procedure

	FOLLOW-UP
	Teacher
	Learners

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Exploratory task 2.4

Consider the following traditional lesson plan against the “lesson metaphors” and suggest the ways to improve it. Give examples of the “lesson metaphors” from the lesson plan in the grid below. Rewrite the lesson plan in the three phase framework.

· Object. To develop reading, listening and speaking skills. 

· Level: 6th form. 

· Learners talk about the weather. 

· Phonetic drill of the words, which will be used in the text for reading and listening. 

· Reviewing the material of the previous lesson (text and lexis). 

· Reading a new text aloud after the teacher in chorus and then in turn. 

· Translating the text around the class. 

· Answering teacher’s questions about the text. 

· Grammar. Translating sentences from Russian into English. 

· Drilling a grammar structure with transformations. 

· Lexical drill. Paraphrase of new words. 

· Listening to a text read by the teacher. 

· Answering teacher’s questions about the text for listening to check comprehension. 

· Marking sentences from the text as “true” or “false”. 

· A game for fun. 

· Setting a home task. 

· Assessing the learners at the end of the lesson. 
	Balance
	Switchboard
	Jigsaw
	Domino
	Thread

	
	
	
	
	


Exploratory task 2.5

Comment on the ways classroom management can be effective (give examples)

	Classroom management
	Examples

	· Starting a lesson

· Using classroom board in a well organized way

· Maintaining discipline in the classroom

· Arranging seats adequately to the tasks

· Confidence building in learners

· Timing a lesson

· Giving directions to the learners

· Rationing teacher talking time

· Rationing learner time on task

· Closing up
	


Exploratory task 2.6

Design an effective use of the classroom board and show a layout of materials including the topic of the lesson, the new vocabulary, the speech patterns, grammar structures, pictures for eliciting the language, homework. 


Exploratory task 2.7

Design activities that would fit the given organization of the classroom

	Types of interaction
	Activities

	1. In two opposing teams
	

	2. In small buzz groups
	

	3.  As a whole class
	


Exploratory task 2.8

Discuss possible error correction strategies

	Error correction strategies

	Strategy 1

	Strategy 2

	Strategy 3

	Strategy 4

	Strategy 5


Exploratory task 2.9

Brainstorm the questioning strategy, give examples and practice the questioning strategies in your micro-teaching 

	Questioning strategy

	Correction-for-form questions



	Correction-for-meaning questions



	Comprehension checks



	Memory checks



	Guiding questions



	Inquisitive questions (Why…?)



	Echo questions (to signal understanding, agreement and participation)




Exploratory task 3.2

Observe a video recording of a lesson and complete the grid below

	Items
	Planning
	Implementing
	Evaluation

	a) approach
	
	
	

	b) method
	
	
	

	c) atmosphere
	
	
	

	d) management
	
	
	

	e) assessment
	
	
	


Observation task 

Choose an observation framework and format to observer a lesson episode or a micro-teaching activity. After the observation share your results with the “observed” teacher and both complete the chart below to evaluate the observation framework that you used (tick off the items with (if “Yes”):

	Reflections of the observer
	Reflections of the observed

	· The observation framework was helpful

· The observation format was convenient 

· The reaction of the observed  teacher to the observation was positive

· The reaction of the observed teacher to the results of the observation was co-operative

· The observation results prove to be useful for the observer

· The observation results seem to be useful for the observed

· This framework and format of observation should be definitely recommended for future use
	· The goal of observation was clear to me

· The behavior of the observer was supportive

· The results of observation were presented in a non-judgmental way

· The observer did one’s best to understand the design of the lesson ad the reason for the chosen techniques

· The observer’s visit proves to be very useful

· The observer appeared to be satisfied with the observation results

· This observation should definitely be recommended for future use


Micro-teaching

Teaching a lesson of your choice and reflect on it by ticking off statements about your own lesson if “Yes”. Compare your statements with those of your observers.

	Statements about your own lesson
	(

	· I have planned my lesson with clear objectives of teaching in mind
	

	· I had a good command of the teaching material
	

	· My teaching techniques were logically sequenced
	

	· My teaching goal was fully attained in the lesson
	

	· All the tasks were well fulfilled by the learners
	

	· The learners were motivated and involved in the activities
	

	· Interaction during the lesson was active and productive
	

	· The process of the lesson was well structured 
	

	· The result of the lesson was achieved and demonstrated by learners
	


Integrated task

· Describe your teaching situation

· Clarify the objectives your lesson

· Write a  lesson plan

· Indicate where you taught your lesson and to whom

· Supply the results of your lesson observation by a visitor

· Produce a reflection on your own lesson

· Formulate recommendations on how your lesson can be further improved
