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     In the end, she decided on a week of spring skiing in Massachusetts, and she was taking all of them. Even Benjamin had agreed to go with her. And it was only five days before they left that Oliver got the call at the office. It was Benjamin's school. He had been cutting classes for months, and was close to flunking out, and they wanted Oliver to know he was being put on academic probation.
"Benjamin?" He looked stunned. He had come out of a meeting to take the call, fearing that he'd gotten hurt. "I can’t believe that. He's always been on the honor roll."
"Not anymore, Mr. Watson." The assistant headmaster had called him himself. "Since January, we've scarcely seen him in class, and this term he has incompletes in almost every subject."

“Why didn't you tell me before now? Why did you wait this long?” Oliver was shocked and angry, at the boy, at himself, at the school, at Sarah for starting it all. It seemed as though the misery was never-ending.
"We've been sending you notices for three months, and you've never responded."

"Son of a bitch..." Oliver knew instantly what must have happened. Benjamin must have taken them so Oliver wouldn't know what was going on. "What about his college applications?"

"I just don't know. We'll have to notify the schools he's applied to, of course, but he's always been a strong student before this. We realize that there are mitigating factors. Perhaps if he agrees to do summer school . . . and, of course, it will all depend on his grades from this point on. His last term is going to be very important."

"I understand." Oliver closed his eyes, trying to absorb it all. "Is there some other problem in school I should know about?" He sensed that there was more and he was suddenly almost frightened to hear it.

"Well, some things aren't really in our province..." "What does that mean?"

 "I was referring to the Carter girl. We feel that she's part of Benjamin's problem. She's had her own problems this year, a broken home, and she's not... well, she's certainly not the student Benjamin is, or was, but I think their involvement provides a great deal too much distraction. There's even talk of her dropping out. But we had already told her mother she wouldn't be graduating with her class..." Damn... Oliver had put him on restriction and told him to be home by dinnertime, and he had cut classes to hang out with some dumb girl, she was even a dropout, or almost.

“I’ll take care of it. I'd appreciate it very much if we could do something about this so that it doesn't affect Benjamin's college applications.” He was due to hear from them any day... Harvard... Princeton... Yale... and now he was on academic probation.

 "Perhaps if you could spend more time at home with him. We realize how difficult that is now, with Mrs. Watson gone..." The words cut him to the quick, he was doing everything he could now, to be with the kids, but again Benjamin's words rang in his ears... you don't come home till nine o'clock every night...
   "I'll do what I can. And I'll speak to him tonight." "Very well, and we'll keep you apprised of the situa​tion at our end." "Next time, just call me at the office." "Of course."

   Oliver hung up, and sat for a moment with head bowed, feeling breathless. And then, not knowing what else to do, he dialed Sarah in Boston. But fortu​nately she was out. And it wasn't her problem anyway. She had deserted all of them. The problem was his now.
He left the office that afternoon at four o'clock, and was home before six. He was there when Benjamin walked through the door, looking pleased with himself, carrying his books, and with a single glance of steel, his father stopped him. "Come into the den, please, Benjamin." "Something wrong?" It was obvious from his father's face that there was, but he never suspected what was coming. As he walked through the den door, Oliver gave him a ferocious slap. It was the first time in his life he had struck any of his children except for a single spanking when Benjamin was four, and had put a fork into an electrical outlet. He had wanted to make an impression on him then, and he did this time too. But more than that, the gesture was born of guilt and frustration. Benjamin almost reeled from the shock of it, and his face grew red as he sat down without a sound and Oliver closed the door. He knew now that his father had found out, or some of it at least. And he suspected what was coming.

"I'm sorry... I didn't mean to do that... but I feel as though I've been cheated. I got a call from your school today, from Mr. Young... what the hell have you been up to?"

"I ... I'm sorry, Dad..." He stared at the floor and then finally back up at him. "I just couldn't... I don't know." 

"Do you know you're being put on academic probation?" Benjamin nodded. “Do you realize you may never get into a decent college after this? Or you may have to forfeit a year, or at the very least do summer school? And what the hell happened to all the notices they supposedly sent me?”

“I threw them out.” He was honest with him, and he looked about ten years old again, as he looked unhappily at his father. "I figured I'd get everything in control again, and you'd never have to know."

Oliver paced the room, and then stopped to stare at him. "And what does that girl have to do with this? I think her name is Sandra Carter." In truth it was em​blazoned in his mind, and he had suspected for a long time that Benjamin's current romance was out of hand, but he had never for a moment suspected it would go this far. "I presume you're sleeping with her. How long has that been going on?"

For a long time, Benjamin stared at the floor and didn't answer.

 “Answer me, dammit. What's going on with her? Young said she was thinking of dropping out. What kind of a girl is she and why haven't I met her?"

"She's a nice girl, Dad." Benjamin suddenly looked up at him with defiance. "I love her, and she needs me." He chose not to answer his father's second question.

    "That's nice. As a fellow dropout?" "She's not going to drop out... yet... she's just had a hard time... her father walked out on her mom, and ... never mind. It's a long story."

"I'm touched. And your mother walked out on you, so the two of you walk into the sunset hand in hand, and flunk out of school. And then what, you pump gas for the rest of your life, while she goes to work as a cocktail waitress? That isn't what I expect of you, or what you want for yourself. You deserve more than that, and she probably does too. For chrissake, Benjamin, get hold of yourself. I want you to stop seeing the girl. Now! Do you hear me? And if you don't, I'll send you away to goddamn military school if I have to. I’m not going to let you throw your life away like this, just because you're upset and we've all had a hard time. Life is going to throw a lot of curves at you, son. It's what you do with them that will make or break you."

  Benjamin looked at him quietly, as stubborn as his father, worse, as stubborn as Sarah. "I'll pull my grades up, Dad, and I'll stop cutting school. But I'm not going to stop seeing Sandra."

  "The hell you won't, if I tell you to. Do you under​stand me?"

  Benjamin stood up, his red hair and blue eyes blaz​ing at his father. "I won't stop seeing her. I'm telling you that honestly. And you can't make me. I'll move out."

  "Is that your final word on this subject?" Benjamin only nodded.

  "Fine. You're on full restriction till the end of school, until I see those grades look the way they did before, until you graduate, and get into the kind of college you deserve. And then we'll see about Sandra." The two men stood glaring at each other.

COMMENTARY

1.  In the end.  The preposition “in” is used in this case meaning “finally”. Cf. at the end of smth (at the end of the month/ term; in the beginning; at the beginning of smth - at the beginning of the summer).

2.  ... she was taking all of them. Note the use of the progressive tense, which shows her intention of doing smth.

3.  ...it was only five days. A common device to achieve emphases is to place it is/ was before the member of the sentence that is to be accentuated. Mind was, not were is used here, the verb agrees with it, not with days.
4. He had been cutting classes for months. The Past Perfect Continuous is used here to accentuate the action being in progress for months.

5. To cut classes/ school (informal) means not to attend all classes.

6. ...was close to flunking out. Be close to smth means “come to the edge of smth”.

To flunk out denotes that the school authorities gave a low estimation of the boy’s progress at school and they admitted his leaving school without any certificate.

To flunk out (informal) means be dismissed from a school or college for failure.

7. ...he was being put on academic probation. The progressive tense underlines that the action is taking place at the moment of speech, the authorities gave him some time for correction, putting him on academic probation.

8. He looked stunned (figurative). It was terrifying for the father to know that his son didn’t attend classes, cut them, that’s why the father looked stunned, he was shocked.

9. To take a call means to answer a telephone call, take up a receiver.

10. He’s always been on the honour roll. The expression conveys the following meaning. He was one of the best students in his class. The honour roll means a list of students who are honorable for their progress, work at school.

11.  The assistant headmaster. The word assistant is used in front of titles or jobs to indicate a slightly lower rank or title. An assistant is a person who helps somebody in his/ her work. The assistant headmaster is one rank lower than the headmaster at school.
12. ... this term he has incompletes in almost every subject.

To have incompletes means do not fulfil the necessary work you have to.

13. Why did you wait this long? This/ that long/ interesting... etc. is a modern way to say such ... a / -. 

Cf. ... he had suspected for a long time that Benjamin’s current romance was out of hand, but he had never suspected it would go this far.

14. We’ve been sending you notices for three months. The assistant headmaster means that the school authorities have been trying to inform the father about the way things have been with his son for three months. To send notices means to make somebody become aware of smth.

15. What about his college applications? In the USA students after leaving school don’t take any exams, they send their papers at the end of their final school year, and according to their grades, according to their progress they are accepted or not. This sentence from the text shows the father’s concern about his son’s papers to colleges he chose for him.
16.  To notify means to inform officially of smth.

17.  We realize that there are mitigating factors. The teacher implies that he knows the situation at the boy’s home; mitigating factors are factors that help to understand, mitigate means make less.

18. To do summer school. A Summer school is an educational course on a particular subject that is run during the summer.

19. He sensed that. It means that he became aware of; realized.

20. Well, some things aren’t really in our province. The teacher underlines that some things are beyond their scope, outside their competence.

21. A broken home. The teacher implies that the girl’s father deserted the family.

22. ... she is certainly not the student Benjamin is, or was, but I think their involvement provides a great deal too much distraction. The teacher thinks that the relationship with the girl prevents the boy from his progress at school, is an impediment for him.

23. ... he had cut classes to hang out with some dumb girl. It is an informal use, means spend a lot of time with that girl.

24. a dropout- informal. Dropouts are young people who have left school or college before they have finished their studies.

25. The words cut him to the quick. Cut/ touch/ sting to the quick means to hurt to the raw.

26. ... we’ll keep you apprised of the situation at our end. To apprise- v. t. means to inform, to notify.

27. At our end means from our side/ part.

28. Come into the den. A den is a small private room for studying, etc.

29. ... but he never suspected what was coming. In this sentence suspected means think.

30. Ferocious means fierce and violence.

31. Spank (a child) means to punish by hitting ... with your hand.

32. To reel (from the shock) means to move unsteadily as if to be going to fall.

33. To cheat means to lie or behave dishonestly.

34. Do you realize you may never get into a decent college after this? The father expresses his doubt whether his son will be able to be a student of a decent college because he didn’t work properly. The verb ‘may’ is used to express a low degree of probability.
35. Or you may have to forfeit a year...To forfeit means to have to give it up because you have broken a rule or done smth wrong.

36. To figure out (informal). If you figure out a solution to a problem or the reason for smth, you work it out.

37. To get smth in control. If you get smth in control of smth, you decide or influence the way it develops.

38. Oliver paced the room. If you pace a small area, you keep walking up and down it, because you are anxious or impatient.

39. Benjamin’s current romance was out of hand. Something that is current is happening, being done, or being used at the present time.

40. Out of hand – (ant. in control) - means out of control.

41. Benjamin suddenly looked up at him with defiance. Defiance is behaviour, which shows that you are not willing to obey someone, or not worried about their disapproval.

42. To walk out on someone means to leave them suddenly.

43. Life is going to throw a lot of curves at you. It means that you are going to have a lot of problems in your life.

44. Make or break sb/smth means be crucial in making sb/smth either a success or failure.

45. I’ll pull my grades up. The boy promises his father to catch up with the rest at school, to make progress and to stop cutting classes, to improve his results.

DISCUSSION OF THE TEXT

1. Characterize the text under study. Say whether it presents a piece of narration, a description, character- drawing, an account of events, a dialogue, etc. If you find several components, name all of them.
2. Give a brief summary of the text.

3. Divide the text into logically complete parts and suggest possible titles for these parts.

4. What is the mood prevalent in the text? Is it cheerfulness, gloom, nervousness?

5. What is the author’s method of describing the father? Does the author use direct characterization? Does the author describe the two characters (the father and the son) through their actions, feelings, and attitude towards other people?

6. Could you trace where the author’s sympathy lies?

7. What role did the assistant headmaster’s call incident play in the information of Benjamin’s character and in his relationship with his father?

8. What was it that troubled the father first of all?

9. What could the school authorities do in the way of applying to decent colleges?

10. What measures did they apply to the boy at school to make him not cut classes and work on his incompletes in almost every subject?

11. Who intrudes on the boy’s studies at school?

12. What was the father’s reaction concerning the girl?

13. What did the father decide to do with the boy?

14. Characterize stylistically coloured lexics of the text.

15. Analyze stylistic devices in the text.

16. Pick out grammatically interesting for you cases.

EXERCISES

I. Paraphrase the following from the text.

1.In the end, she decided on a week of spring skating.

2.He had been cutting classes for months, and he was close to flunking out.

3. He was being put on academic probation.

4. He looked stunned.
5. He had come out of a meeting to take the call.

6. He’s always been on the honour roll.

7. ... this term he has incompletes in almost every subject.

8. It seemed as though the misery was never- ending.

9. The assistant headmaster had called him himself.

10. Why did you wait this long?

11. We’ve been sending you notices for three months.

12. We’ll have to notify the schools he’s applied to.

13. We realize that there are mitigating factors.

14. Well, some things aren’t really in our province.

15. The words cut him to the quick.

16. Very well, and we’ll keep you apprised of the situation at our end.

17. “Come into the den, please, Benjamin.”

18. Benjamin almost reeled from the shock of it.

19. Or you may have to forfeit a year, or at the very least do summer school?

20. Benjamin’s current romance was out of hand.

21. Life is going to throw a lot of curves at you. It’s what you do with them that will make or break you.

22. I’ll put my grades up.

II. Translate into Russian, paying attention to the vocabulary of the text.

1. She was used to busy people of the south, but there was something in these northerners’ quiet, ferocious pace that was heroic.

2. The role of the Cossacks in history would always be the same: they could make or break another state.

3. Indeed, the knowledge that they were cheating time gave him a sense of poignancy unlike any other he knew.

4. He didn’t seem to study things like other people: he attached each subject, devouring it ferociously until he had mastered it.

5. Nicolai had sometimes been defiant in the past.

6. ... it seemed to Misha that he could sense a softening in his son.

7. He had left cheated by Popov, too.

8. It is regretted that, owing to problems of transport and storage, the grain shipments previously notified will not be made.

9. He reeled back.

10. He would, however, expect to be notified in advance of all travel plans so that we can arrange security.

11. I cannot cut any more classes. - I’ll flunk you in con law if you don’t cut classes.

12. But I suspect you’re correct.

13. I figured you would be at least ninety minutes later.

14. For a moment he had forgotten his current state of pain.

15. She figured this firm must have been sued for race a sex discrimination.

16. They didn’t suspect her to be in Washington.

17. The receptionist was stunned.
18. She placed her bags on the floor of the den.

19. Like a ferocious animal at bay, he glared in turn.

20. I told you once that he loved you to distraction.

III. Explain the meaning of the following sentences.

1. Who do we notify?

2. It (office) had no windows, no telephones, and no distractions.

3. Rufus stood motionless, speechless, and stunned.

4. But I can’t defy the judge’s order.

5. She looked defiantly at Frankie.

6. You remember, those two spanking two- year- olds...

7. It can ... keep you on probation.

8. He got into trouble, expelled from school ... on probation.

9. He is still on probation.

10. I want you to do just that, and no cheating, mind you.

11. He has a number of enemies on the board; unmitigated trouble-makers who try to tie his hands whenever they can.

IV. Paraphrase the following, using the vocabulary of the text.

1. To- day’s business was the immediate imperative.

2. I practically lived in this study.

3. Grabbing it, she sped back to the study.

4. Emma exhaled, still moving unsteadily.

5. His bitterness shocked her.

6. No. You’ve got your reasons all worked out. Maybe I need a little time to think, too.

7. Now he unlocked the bottom of his deck and fumbled out a thin blue folder bound with red tape, the legend written on the cover read: if tape is broken inform all security divisions at once.

8. I don’ see that you are being much help in our present situation, either.

9. Flagg regarded Whitney with a fierce smile.

10. But my disobedience will fail.

11. But he became aware that Popov was more intellectual than most.

12. He had been touched to the raw of his pride.

V. Give definitions of the following words from the text. Use them in sentences or situations.

Flunk; incomplete; to notify; to involve; distraction; dropout; restriction; probation; den, ferocious; spank; frustration; to reel; to cheat; to figure out; to presume; defiance; stunned; current.

VI. Use corresponding neutral words to the following. Make up sentences with them. Mind their collocation.
To notify; forfeit; apprise; mitigate; den; flunk; hang out; figure out; presume.

VII. Pick out of the text.

Words which may be used while speaking about students, their classes, college, etc.

Using these words, make up:
а) situations.
б) dialogues.
VIII. Speak about the relationships between the father and the son. 

IX. Speak about your relationships with your parents and grandparents (and other relatives).

X. Compose a letter to Danielle Steel. Write it down.

XI. Translate into English. Use the vocabulary of the text.

В конце концов, Сара решила забрать их всех на неделю кататься на лыжах. Даже Бенджамин согласился с ними поехать. Буквально за пять дней до их отъезда Оливеру позвонили на работу из школы, в которой учился Бен. Оказалось, что он уже месяцами прогуливает уроки и может лишиться аттестата.

Оливер был в недоумении. Его вызвали к телефону с собрания, он испугался, что с Беном что-то случилось. 

— Это невероятно. Он всегда считался одним из лучших учеников.
— Но не теперь, мистер Ватсон, - заметил заместитель директора.
— С января мы практически не видели его на занятиях. В этом полугодии у него незачет почти по всем предметам.

Оливер был возмущен и зол: на сына, на себя, на школу, на Сару, которая все это начала. Казалось, что бедствия никогда не кончатся. 

— А что с его документами в колледж?
— Не знаю. Мы, конечно, уведомили вузы, которые он указал в заявлении, он ведь раньше всегда был сильным учеником. Мы понимаем, что в его случае имеются смягчающие обстоятельства. 

— Что Вы имеете в виду?
— Его отношения с девушкой по фамилии Картер. Мне кажется, что их увлечение друг другом не идет на пользу занятиям. Поговаривают даже, что она бросит школу.

В тот день Олли ушел с работы в четыре и был дома около шести. Вскоре появился Бенджамин. Едва он переступил порог, как получил увесистую пощечину.
— Прости. Я не хотел..., но я чувствую себя обманутым.
— Я думал, я подтянусь, и ты ничего не узнаешь.

(Из книги Даниэлы Стил «Дедди». Москва. Перевод Крон - Пресс. 1993. С.121- 123.)

Problems of interacting

CULTURAL MATTERS

XII. Read Danielle Steel’s biography and her typical day.

1. Be ready to comment on them.

2. Write your own variant of Danielle Steel’s biography in the style of (irony, horror, lyric, humour).
About the Author

America reads Danielle Steel. And so does the rest of the world. There are more than 350 million copies of her books in print, and every book is a number one bestseller. In short, Danielle Steel is the most popular author writing today.

Her 41st best-selling novel, The Ghost, was published in December, 1997. Other recent bestsellers include Special Delivery, The Ranch, Silent Honor, Five days in Paris, Lightning, Wings, The Gift, Accident, Vanished, Mixed Blessings, Jewels, No Greater Love, Heartbeat, Message from Nam, Daddy, Star, Zoya, and Kaleidoscope. In addition, Ms. Steel has written the “Max and Martha “series of books for young readers. There are ten illustrated storybooks to comfort the young as they face problems, such as a new stepfather, new baby, new school, loss of a grandparent, and other crucial dilemmas in a child’s life. She has also written the four “Freddie “books about real-lfe situations in children’s lives, like a visit to the doctors and the first night away from home. Ms. Steel has also written nonfiction – Having a Baby – and a book of poetry entitled Love: Poems by Danielle Steel.

A number of Ms. Steel’s novels have been adapted for television, each earning high ratings and critical acclaim, including two Golden Globe nominations for “Jewels“, a four-hour mini-series which starred Anthony Andrews.

Since 1981, Ms. Steel has been a permanent fixture on The New York Times hardcover, trade paperback, and mass market bestseller lists. In 1989, she was listed in the Guinness Book of World Records for having at least one of her books on the Times’ bestseller list for 381 consecutive weeks. But Guinness was premature. The fact is, one or more of Ms. Steel’s novels have been on The New York Times bestseller list for over 390 consecutive weeks. She is read by women, men, young people, older people in 46 countries and 28 languages.

In addition to her writing, Ms. Steel has been the National Chairperson for The American Library Association and a spokesperson for the National Committee for the Prevention of Child Abuse. Her recorded messages for the organization have been heard on the radio throughout the country. Most recently, Ms. Steel is the national spokesperson for the American Humane Association (AHA). 

She has done television public service announcements raising awareness about child abuse, which aired on TV stations across the country. 

From an education in New York and Europe to a professional background in public relations and advertising, Ms. Steel moved on quickly to her literary career and has been hard at work writing ever since. Often, she works on three books and several movies at a time, researching one storyline, writing another, and editing the third. Still, she often spends two to three years researching and developing a single project. In the heat of a first draft, it is not uncommon for her to spend 18 to 20 hours a day glued to her 1948 Olympia manual typewriter.

Ms. Steel maintains a high interest in the welfare and well-being of children. She has nine. And they keep her busy, as she also juggles her writing career. Ms. Steel leads a quiet family life and spends most of her time writing.

(http://www.danillesteel.com/profile.html)

A Typical Day in the Life of Danielle Steel
7:00 am    Be with children before they leave for school. Some days cook breakfast (my specialties, French toast or scrambled eggs).

8:00 am
Kids leave for school. Make calls to New York and Europe for business.

8:30 am
Daily staff meeting at my office, usually till 9:30 or 10:00, going over current projects, work that has to go out, book covers or advertising copy that has been approved, issues involving audio tapes, or any of my international publishers in roughly 50 counties. Going over foreign or domestic contacts. The meetings are attended by my 3 assistants, and my accountant.


We plan parties or events too, mostly for the children, coordinate travel arrangements, domestic repairs, staff schedules. We cover a wide range of subjects. Sometimes the meetings last for as long as three of four hours.


After the Morning Meeting, I make some phone calls, and do some work at my desk, answering letters or editing anything from ad copy to the flap copy that goes on my book jackets.


I usually skip lunch, or eat a yogurt or piece of friut at my desk.

Between 
I do some work at my desk, or even do a little writing, if I don’t have too many noon and
interruptions.

2:30

2:30 to
I pick 5 of the children up at school.

3:30

3:30 to
      Take children to activities, sport, appointments, doctors, 5:00 
      whatever they have going on.


.
5:00 to
      Meet with my assistants again, to sum up the day, find out 6:00            what went on, get messages
and pass on information

6:00
Dinner with children

7:00 to

Consultations on homework. I have come to the conclusion that I could no longer pass second grade. Homework has

8:00
either gotten harder, or I’ve gotten dumber, possibly both, but I do what I can to help, particularly in Latin or French. (No one wants my advice on creative writing, although they all write wonderful poetry, but they do it on their own.)

8:00
Back to my desk. And from 8 pm to 2 or 3 am, sometimes even 4 am, I write. I usually go to sleep around 2:30 or 3 am … exhausted!!! …and then back up again at 7 am! I don’t go out socially much, but when I do, I come home afterwards and go back to work. Some nights I cook dinner for the children, but not always. I make pasta and brownies (and chicken and steak) best!!!
XIII. Read the rules of The Danielle Steel Trivia Contest.

1. Be ready to say what the aim of the following contest is.

2. Pay attention (analyse) to the style of the rules.

3. Create your own variant of the contest.

The information from Danielle Steel’s Web Site.

The Danielle Steel Trivia Contest

Every month on this page you’ll find a new set of trivia questions related to one or more of Danielle Steel’s novels.

This month’s questions are all related to Mirror Image. The winner of the contest/sweepstakes will receive a Danielle Steel limited edition novel, worth $200. Good luck!

(This Mirror Image Contest/Sweepstakes ends: November 30, 1998)

1. Who drank the champagne Charles ordered for his and Victoria’s wedding night?

2. Why does Victoria thank Mr. Bridgeman in her telegram to Olivia?

3. What did Victoria name her son?
Official Rules:

1. No Purchase Is necessary. Entries must contain the answers to all three of the questions listed above as well as your full name, address, phone number, and e-mail address (if you have one). Entries may be sent by either e-mail or regular mail. To enter by e-mail, send your entry to webmaster@bdd.com and use “Steel Contest/Sweep-stakes “as the subject line. To enter by regular mail, handprint or type the required answers and information and send your entry to Random House New Media, 1540 Broadway, New York, NY 10036, Attn: Danielle Steel Contest/Sweepstakes. Only one entry per household. In order to be eligible, all entries must be received by the last day of the current month. Each question is based upon information found in Danielle Steel’s books, all of which are available in libraries.

2. Prize: one copy of the limited edition of a Danielle Steel novel (retail value: $200.00 (US)/ $275.00 (CAN)).
3. Each question has only one correct answer and the correct answers have been pre-determined by Delacorte Press. Each entry will be judged by Random House’s New Media Department (“Random House“) to determine whether the questions have been correctly answered. Random House’s decisions are final and binding. All completed entries that contain the correct answers to all three questions will be entered into a random drawing from which the Prize winner will be selected by on or about the last day of the current month. Random House’s decision is final and binding. If the winner is Canadian, he or she will be required to correctly answer a time limited arithmetic skill question in order to receive a prize. The odds of winning are dependent on the number of entries received. In the event no one answers all the questions correctly, Random House reserves the right to not award the prize. The winner will be notified by e-mail or regular mail (whichever form of notice is supplied with submission). No transfer or substitution of prize allowed. Random House is not responsible for incomplete or lost or misdirected entries.
4. The Grand Prize winner may be required to execute an affidavit of eligibility and release and, if so, the affidavit must be returned within fourteen days of notification or another winner will be selected. Entering the Danielle Steel Trivia Contest/Sweepstakes constitutes permission for use of the winner’s name, address and likeness for publicity and promotional purposes, with no additional compensation.
5. This Contest/Sweestakes is open to residents of the continental United States and Canada (excluding the Province of Quebec) eighteen years of age or older, and is void wherever prohibited or restricted by law. Employees of Delacorte Press, Random House New Media, the Random House Publishing Group, Inc., their subsidiaries and affiliates, and their immediate family members are not eligible to enter. All federal, state and local laws apply. Taxes, if any, are the sole responsibility of the winner.
(http://www.daniellesteel.com/trivia.html )

XIV. Danielle Steel has got her own web site and last year we wrote to inform her about including the extract from “Daddy “into our text-book. We got a real e-mail letter from Danielle Steel. This is her answer: 

   “Thank you for writing. I was delighted to hear that you discuss my books.

With best wishes, Danielle Steel “.

Having read and analysed the extract from “Daddy “by Danielle Steel write your own real letter to Danielle Steel. 

Here is her e-mail address: DSteelWeb@aol.com
XV. Discuss the following text. Interpret it into Russian.

The Eggheads and the Lovers

By Charies M. Brecnin

     Modern educationists can be divided into two main groups: the eggheads and the lovers. The egg​head is primarily concerned with teaching subject matter and skills while the lover wants to "facilitate" the development of children into "self-actualizing," creative'', loving adults. The egghead is con​cerned that the kids "think" right; the lover that the kids “feel" right. 

   The educational pendulum swings back and forth, first giving status to the egghead and then to the lover. When the egghead is in the ascendance we get ability grouping. "Elitism," new and de​manding curricula. When the lover is on the rise we get "child-centered curricula", social promotion, and "enhancing self esteem." 

     When the egghead rules we have relatively dear and understandable tasks for the teachers: Teach the little buggers to read, write, and figure to some degree of competency. When the lover gets his turn nobody cares too much what the teacher teaches as long as be is loving, tolerant, provides an environment that maximize personal growth, and is a good role model. The egghead has his classes read Milton and Shakespeare and tells them what the artist is trying to say and do. The lover wants something "relevant” to the needs of the child and asks the kid to express his personal view of his peculiar world (which often is very peculiar). The egghead believes that by virtue of education and experience he has cornered the market in educational expertise. The lover, figures everyone knows as much as he does… and he is probably right. The egghead wants professional, autonomy. The lover, wants democracy, community control, power to the people, and all that other good stuff.  The egghead takes the position that anything new in education can't be good while the lover believes that anything new can't be bad. Thus, the lover is always grasping at every "innovation" that comes along and the egghead is perpetually skeptical. If some new scheme fails, the egghead says, ”I told you so." lf some innova​tion succeeds (can you think of one?) the egghead sees it as a mere variation on some past practice. The lover sees it as a revolution in meeting the needs of the child. 

     What change does occur is seen by the egghead as a flash-in-the pan. The lover, though, sees each change, from movable desks to the computer, as a fantastic alter​native that will not only alter the school, but will restructure society. ln a word, for the egghead each change is a dismal failure; for the lover each change is an unqualified success. 

      The egghead is elitist while the lover is a democrat. When Jefferson said that all men are created equal, the lover took him at his word, without qualification. He believes that anyone can learn anything, at least to a Ph.D. level, properly taught. The egghead is not so sure. He sees the normal distribution curve in operation in his classes. The lover is a proponent of open classrooms, open schools, open campuses, and open admissions — open everything except when he wants his basketball or football team to be a winner. The egghead wants qualifying test entrance examinations and educational 'standards.'

    The egghead believes we must have competition in our schools prepare kids to live in a competitive world. The lover believes should be non-competitive because we must prepare kids for a kind and gentler cooperative world.

    The egghead tends to see super-technological advances as the printing press and television just a more effective way of pandering to the public taste. The lover looks on them as ways raising and increasing the sophistication of popular culture. I guess we can already judge who right on this one.

Appreciating these differences between teachers, we can better understand why one teacher believes his study hall should be silent while another accepts talking and chess playing in his, why one teacher prefers lecturing and drill and another wants discussion, why one teacher believes he is teaching kids something another is teaching kids to be independent learners.    lf you have trouble understanding why the teacher down the hall is doing what he does ask yourself, “is he an egghead or a lover?" Perhaps he will ask the same question about you and me. Maybe, then, we’ll better understand why some of us work one way, some another. 

XVI. Create some exercises to the pictures. Do them with your groupmates. As an example analyse the exercise given below. Can you do better?
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(Derevjanskaya Victoria, A-311, 2002)

Barbara, a problem child, is 16. Her parents, being extremely strict and conservative, keep her on full restriction most of the time.

What’s your opinion of each of the situations? Make sentences with should (n’t) or ought to+ have + past participle. Example:

“Barbara’s parents didn’t let her go out with her boy-friends. Last week she ran away from home.  Barbara shouldn’t have run away.

Not trusting the girl, her mother used to open her letters and search her room when she was out.

Barbara’s parents never gave her pocket money. The result of it was that Barbara once stooped to stealing a lipstick from the shop.
Barbara’s parents used to check her up and made her sit at home for the whole week. Barbara purposely dyed her hair acid green.
Barbara’s cousin went to live in Australia. Barbara used to telephone her cousin every week until her father got his bill. He stopped everyone using the phone. She never told him about her calls to Austaria.
Barbara tried drugs and began smoking and using alcohol rather systematically just to provoke her parents. This led to mass arguments with her parents.”
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	"Did you get your virus from a computer, Daddy?"
	


Now you think of some suitable assignments to the pictures.
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