Teaching to Write

SAQ 0

Mark the following statements as “true”, “false” or “debatable” (T F D)

	Statements
	T F D

	1. Writing is a process of ENCODING ideas on paper. 

2. Writing CLARIFIES ideas born in mind

3. The PURPOSE of writing is to store information. 

4. Writing can ADEQUATELY convey the message. 

5. Writing is the same as speaking but IN LETTERS 

6. Writing requires the knowledge of a written text FORMAT 

7. Writing is done with the  READER in mind
	


Warming-up discussion 1.1

What do you write in your own real world and what are the functions of this writing?

	Writing
	Functions

	
	


Exploratory task 1.1

Explore the pronunciation of the following words and indicate what phonemes are represented by the graphemes in words. How can you account for the different in graphic rules?

	Words 
	Graphemes and phonemes

	damn, dam, waffle, waggle,  change, chance, rough,, borough, enough, creed, crèche,  reveille, survey, lose, loose, gene, Jeanie, bourgeois, savior, saver, soup, soot,  term firm, fur, third, toccata, Jakarta, venom, lever, liver, live, whale, wale, wail. 
	


Exploratory task 1.2

Match the given texts with the focus of writing

	Texts
	Focus

	1. …This man is no stranger to crime. He was first arrested for shoplifting at the age of twelve. Since then he has regularly appeared in court, charged with pick-pocketing, petty theft and burglary. His story began, when …

2. 20th October. It's Sunday again and I am alone. How I hate these holidays with nothing to do, and these telephone rings "Sorry, wrong number!" Not even a person to come by the window.  But wait! IT my night dream comes true…

3. In desperation, I reached up, tugged at the nose of my now leaking pontoon, and the boat moved ahead about six inches. Clawing at the rocks, we inched our way forward and popped out of the channel – only to be smashed sideways into a flat-faced boulder at the apex of the river's left turn.

4. Wash rice in several rinses of cold water to get rid of the starch. Peep and chop onions and garlic. Wash and chop celery. Wash and slice mushrooms and tomato and chop pepper. Heat oil in a saucepan over a moderate heat and fry onion…
	a) Subject matter 

b) Writer 

c) Reader 

d) Language  




Exploratory task 1.3

Recall and/or bring to class pieces of writing, which would illustrate the types given below. Find the difference between various pieces, e.g. “essay” and “report”.
	PRIVATEDescription:
	Character drawing, verbal portrait, putting image in words

	Narration:
	Paragraph, anecdote, short story, diary, fable, myth,  personal letter

	Exposition: 
	News story, business letter, autobiography.

	Persuasion:
	Letter of complaint,  letter to the editor, review, advertisement.

	Reasoning
	Essay, report, article, research paper.


Exploratory task 1.5

You have to leave a note to your mum and to say where you have gone. Which of the following notes the most appropriate and why?

	A/

Dear Mum,

Gone to cinema. Back about 10.30.

Dinner in fridge.

IF Alex rings, please get his new number.

Hope interview went well!

Love, Sandra.


	B/

Dear Mum,

I am writing to tell you that I have gone to the cinema. I will be back at approximately half past ten. I have placed your dinner in the refrigerator. Should Alex ring, would you be so good as to obtain his new telephone number? I do so hope your interview was successful. With every best wishes,
Maria.


	C/

Dear Mum,

Just  note to tell you that I have gone to the cinema. I will be back at about half past ten. Your dinner is in the refrigerator. If Alex rings, please can you get his new number. I hope the interview went well.

Love,

Maria.




Consider a typical format of the CV (Curriculum Vitae or “resume” that is usually written when a person wants to find a job and give a description of him/herself). Try to write your own CV (resume). What do you need to know to write a good CV? Mind that writing a good CV is a great art!

	· Name

· Address

· Telephones, fax, e-mail

· Date

· Job objective – reasons for writing a resume.

· Educational record. Begin with the most recent record.

· Employment history beginning with the most recent record. List dates, job titles, organizations, achievements at your job.

· References (available upon request).

· Optional points are marital status, career plans, special interests.


	


Exploratory task 1.7

Read the following job-application letter and underline the features that are recommended for a good job seeking letter.

	Dear Mr. Hull,

I saw your advertisement in the paper and am very interested in working on your farm. I am a student a need more practice with my English. I was hoping to come to Great Britain. Working for you would be an ideal solution. I am 18 years old and very fit. Although I have never worked on the farm before, I am used to working hard. It would be fun to work with cows and sheep if needed. Could you please let me know how long you would want me for, how many hours a day, and what the minimum wages per hour would be. I would also like to know if there will be other students on the farm and where I would be sleeping. I enclose a photo as you requested. I will find a reference if you so wish.

I look forward to hearing from you soon.

Yours sincerely,

Dave Hopkins.


Recommended features

	Using business (not private) letter format, referring to how your learned about  the job vacancy, addressing the letter to who will hire you, using appropriate terminology for the field you want to work in, highlighting your strong points by placing them at the beginning of middle paragraphs, emphasizing what you can contribute but not gain doing the job, showing that you are unique for the job, showing how you will satisfy employer's needs


Rewrite the above job application letter to produce a better impression of yourself and to stand a better chance of getting a job. Use the following format

	Opening
	Tell what job you are writing about
	I am writing in response to the advertisement in …

	Objective
	State clearly the job you want to do and why you think you will be best to do it
	I am interested in the position of … My experience is …

	Action
	Describe how you can be useful for the company
	I am very much motivated to …

	Polite closing
	Be positive and express hope
	I look forward to hearing from you and to …


Exploratory task 1.8

Write a short news story following the flow chart. Comment on the problems you have experienced while writing

	Event
	Details
	History
	Implication
	Forecast

	
	
	
	
	

	Comments on the problems while writing




Exploratory task 1.9

Consider the review of the story, which is  an excerpt from a literary critique. Re-write the review and follow the directions: announce the topic of the story, state what makes the story special for the readers, give a non-judgmental account of the events in the story, give evaluative analysis of the strong point in the story, use arguments to prove your evaluations, in conclusion infer from what you have written. 
	This story is set in Denmark many years ago. Hugo is a passionate young man, who is fascinated by science. When he is old enough he becomes a student and goes to University. He soon gets obsessed by a mysterious and forbidden type of investigation of how to create life. In his home he has lots of jars with human limbs in them, which he created. This makes his house a very gruesome place. Hugo brings limbs to life and produce monsters. They escape and this is where horror begins. 


Exploratory task 1.11

Write a balanced argument on the topic “Better late than never”

	Arguments "for"
	Arguments "against"

	· 
	· 


Exploratory task 1.12

Read the following piece of written reasoning and write in the space provided the reasoning errors (mentioned above) that you have  noticed in this piece. Then rewrite the piece using the “flow chart”

	Reasoning discourse
	Reasoning errors

	Resist Violence with Good: Myth or Reality?

Violence is always bad. It is a rude violation of the human rights. If violence is resisted with good, then violent people will never get their lesson and will get off light. Nothing can justify violence. There is a good saying, “An eye for an eye”. Certainly people must try to find peaceful solutions and to sit at a negotiation table but the strongest party will use their position of force. Evil must be punished. A suspect is guilty in most cases. “There is no smoke without fire”.
	

	Premise
	Proposition
	Arguments
	Inference
	Conclusion

	
	
	
	
	


Exploratory task 1.13

Write a “cause-and-effect” discourse on the topic “Computer at school”. Use the two formats of writing.  Reflect on the problems you have had in the process or writing

	Cause 1
	Cause 2
	Cause 3 
	Effect

	
	
	
	

	Cause
	Effect 1


	Effect 2
	Effect 3

	
	
	
	

	Reflections on the problems while writing




Exploratory task 1.14

Rewrite the following making the language clear for your children

	Peel potatoes, cut into thick slices and cook in the boiling salted water until potatoes feel soft when tested with a knife. Peel and slice onions and fresh garlic. Wash and chop celery. Drain potatoes when cooked. Mash with a potato masher. Beat in butter. Stir in some milk. Season with salt and pepper. Sprinkle with sliced onions and garlic on this potato dish. 
	


Exploratory task 1.15

Choose the most suitable word to connect to the following sentences.

	1. The hotel is quite expensive. It is … beyond the reach of our customers.
2. The resort is well worth a visit. … the beach is rocky, it is stunningly beautiful.
3. The night life is exciting. … the resort is perhaps a little too noisy for families with small children.
4. The service in the restaurant was not up to the standard. … the food itself was superb.
5. … the noise, I was also annoyed by the lack of attention from the staff.
6. As for the bar staffs, they are patient and efficient, … breakfast was never late.
7. I found the lawns beautiful, … I have never seen anything in my life-time.
8. The hills around are rather steep … the mountains, which I did not dare to climb.

9. Something can certainly be done to improve the place, … one may speak to the owner on the vegetarian food and better paths.

10. There were some problems as you can see … on balance I would thoroughly recommend the hotel.


Exploratory task 1.16

Using the format of the “descriptive paragraph” , write a description of a new purchase you have recently made. Do not name it! Let your partners make a guess from description

	PRIVATETopic Sentence:
	Gives the main impression of the scene, object, or person.

	Supporting Details:
	Give the details that lead to the main impression. These details are usually arranged in a logical, spatial sequence (e.g., top to bottom, left to right).

	Concluding Sentence:
	Summarizes or emphasizes the overall impression.

	My New Purchase




