American Geography
#1

Quiz on general knowledge

1. How many states are there in the country?

2. What is the capital of the USA?

3. The largest state

4. The smallest state

5. The highest point ( Mt McKinley)

6. Where does the President and his family live?
7. How many stars and stripes are there on the American flag? (50,13)

8. The biggest city of the USA and its symbol

9. Where is the statue of liberty located? (NY, Liberty Island)

10. The longest river in the USA?

11. The largest canyon

12. The driest and hottest spot (death valley)

13. The first president of the USA

14. Where did the first people to settle North America come from? ( Asia)

15. Which state is the home of the Golden Gate Bridge?

The population of the USA.

Read p.1-3 Spotlight of the USA . 
Reading task (7min)

Who are the American people? 

The native Americans., the British, African-Americans, immigrants from Europe, Hispanic-Americans, Asian Americans. 

Why are the native Americans called Indians?

What states have the largest Indian population?

California, Oklahoma, Arizona, New Mexico. 

Why and how did they get to the states? Enumerate the reasons, which led people to immigrate to the US. 

Poverty, war, discrimination, failure of the crop, slavery, religious prosecution.
What is the major immigrant group? 

(Asian)
What culture was the foundation on which the country was built? 
( Britain)

Melting Pot, Mosaics, Salad bowl

Define the difference (p. 3)
The cultural concepts that suggest:

Melting pot – people from all over the world come and adopt American culture as their own forgetting their cultural heritage and identity.

Mosaics – a picture made of different pieces. The strength of the country lies in its diversity and every nation contributes something from their culture. The diversity is preserved and encouraged, and everyone has equal opportunity to succeed. 

Salad bowl – all the ingredients mixed together but do not merged together into a single culture. Each culture keeps its own distinct qualities . The US is the society of many individual cultures. 

The term has become more politically correct than melting pot, since the latter suggests that ethnic groups may be unable to preserve their cultures due to assimilation.
Discuss pros and cons of the above mentioned notions. 

American Symbols (about the USA by Elaine Kirn p.3)
The Flag (now the flag has thirteen stripes for the thirteen original colonies and fifty stars for the fifty states).

the declaration of Independence, the Statue of Liberty, the American Eagle, the donkey and the elephant, the Liberty Bell, Uncle Sam 

The Geography of the US ((about the USA by Elaine Kirn p.28)
Read the brief information about the main spots of the country, work with the map, pronounce the names correctly and do ex.B 
American regionalism
The major geographical divisions of the United States—North, South, Midwest and West—reflect different attitudes, dialects, literature, folklore, food, history perspectives, climate and lifestyle. Still, many scholars argue that the term is too imprecise to be meaningful. Subregions such as Northwest, Southwest, New England, Rocky Mountains and Great Lakes are perhaps more specific markers of culture, social ties and identity. 
There are several similar geographical divisions of the US. 

Read the names of the regions and states and find them on the map. 

Practise correct pronunciation of the states. 

Task #1
Ex. P.30-31
1. Where is it better to get a higher education and why? Brief review of the universities included in the “Ivy League”.  

2. Conduct a virtual tour to Boston. Show the most interesting places. Share the info about the city, its culture and  people.

3. Make an advertisement of the summer resorts in New England. What is special about the places? What activities are offered?(including Cape Cod National Seashore, Martha’s Vineyard, Nantucket, Newport, Newport jazz festival and America’s Cup yacht races) 

4. Organize a trip for students to Maine. What is special about the place? What activities are offered? (p.24)
5. Make a brief review of New Hampshire and Vermont. Places of interest, activities. (2)

New England

What states are included? ( make sure you can pronounce them correctly )

Where is the region located? ( make sure you can show it on a map)

The biggest cities of the region.

Be ready to discuss the following notions/ cultural associations :

The New England Yankee (Spotlight on the USA p. 18-19)
“The Yvy League”

Boston, Boston culture, Boston Brahmins (p.29), Boston baked beans
Resorts and recreation areas:

Cape Cod National Seashore

Martha’s Vineyard, Nantucket(Massachusetts), Newport (Rhode Island) Newport jazz festival

Acadia national Park (Maine) 
Maple syrup

Reading materials:

Spotlight of the USA by Randee Falk

«Жизнь и культура США» О.А. Леонтович, Е.И.Шейгал  
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Home task check out.
New England
1. General information 

What states are included? Where is the region located? What is special about the region?
2. The biggest cities of the region. (Boston, Hartford, Providence)
Boston, Boston culture, Boston Brahmins (p.29), Boston baked beans. 

Report “A virtual tour to Boston”.

3. Resorts and recreation areas: Cape Cod National Seashore

Martha’s Vineyard, Nantucket(Massachusetts), Newport (Rhode Island) Newport jazz festival; Acadia national Park (Maine).

 Report “Summer resorts”

 Report “A trip for students to Maine”

4. Notions/ cultural associations
The New England Yankee (Spotlight on the USA p. 18-19)

“The Yvy League”

Maple syrup

Report “Ivy League”
5. Quiz on general knowledge
· The state producing more cranberries than any other state, contains the country’s oldest college and the largest university library in the world, home of US constitution
· The largest producer of maple syrup in the country (Vermont)
· A group of the most prestigious universities
· Representatives of the oldest families in NE, conservative, educated and rather cocky (pretentious) 

· An island known as a summer resort with many beautiful beaches and with rather high cost of living.

· The sailing capital of the city, yacht racings are held here

· The capital of new England, the oldest and highly cultured city.
Task#2 

1. Learn by heart all cultural associations of New England. Be ready to write a quiz on New England region. 

Middle Atlantic States. (Spotlight of the USA p.49-55)
2. What states are included? (make sure you can pronounce them correctly )

Where is the region located? ( make sure you can show it on a map)

3. The biggest cities of the region.

4. Be ready to discuss the following notions/ cultural associations :
Megalopolis, Benjamin Franklin, the Amish, the Hudson River School of Painting

Why is Philadelphia called “City of brotherly love”? Independence Hall, Liberty bell, Congress Hall
5. Tourism, resorts and recreation areas:

Niagara Falls, Catskills, Atlantic city (board walk, Miss America pageant), Longwood gardens (Delaware), Hershey (Pennsylvania) – Chocolate town

Reports:

My unforgettable weekend in Atlantic city
A walking tour down to Philadelphia 
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Middle Atlantic states

 1. General information 

What states are included? Where is the region located? What is special about the region? 

Megalopolis ( a chain of metropolitan areas along the eastern seabord of the USA from Boston through NYC, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Washington DC; a clustered network of cities with a population of about 10mln)), Benjamin Franklin, the Amish, the Hudson River School of Painting(An American art movement in the middle of 19th century embodied by a group of landscape painters. They depicted the Hudson river valley and the surrounding area. Thomas Cole. The landscapes are characterized by realistic, detailed and sometimes idealized portrayal of nature))
2. The biggest cities of the region. (New York, Newark, Philadelphia, Pittsburg, Buffalo, Baltimore, Wilmington)

City of brotherly love  Independence Hall, Liberty bell, Congress Hall

Report “A walking tour down to Philadelphia”.

3. Resorts and recreation areas: Niagara Falls, Catskills, Atlantic city (board walk, Miss America pageant), Longwood gardens (Delaware), Hershey (Pennsylvania) – Chocolate town

 Report “My unforgettable weekend in Atlantic city”

4. Quiz on general knowledge

· City associated with steel industry (Pittsburg)

· State famous for seafood esp crabs

· The former capital of the USA

· The state where NYC is located

· The nation’s financial center

· The river famous for its school of painting

· Place esp popular with honeymooners

· What important events took place in Philadelphia?

· The outstanding American character played a great role in the American history

· A city famous for its boardwalks (Atlantic city)

· The state, which contains the national Baseball hall of fame, US military academy. 

· The 2nd state, where the largest chocolate factory is located and where a large number of Amish people live.

Task#3 

1. Learn by heart all cultural associations of  Middle Atlantic states. Be ready to write a quiz on  the  region. 

The South

2. What states are included? (make sure you can pronounce them correctly )

3. Where is the region located? (make sure you can show it on a map) (Spotlight of the USA p.64-81; «Введение в американистику» p.9 )
4. Cultural notions:

Dixie, Deep South, the Cotton Belt, The Sun Belt, The Bible Belt, hillbilly, rednecks, martin Luther King, the Mississippi River, Cape Canaveral; Fort Knox (Kentucky)

5. Literature and art (find out some information about the writers and musicians of the region)

6. Major cities + work out all the notions from the list. 
7. Resorts and recreation areas

Reports:

Welcome to Atlanta! (covering the Cyclorama, the Atlanta museum, Peach Tree center, M.L.King’s home and grave)

Creole culture and cuisine

A Travel agency represent its new direction –  Florida: America’s Vacationland
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The South

1. General information 

What states are included? Where is the region located? What is special about the region?  Warm climate and rich soil, slow hospitable way of life.
Dixie, Deep South, the Cotton Belt, The Sun Belt, The Bible Belt, hillbilly, rednecks, Martin Luther King, the Mississippi River, Cape Canaveral; Fort Knox (Kentucky, Fort Sumter (a place of the first battle between the North and the South, which marked the beginning of the Civil War)
2. The biggest cities of the region. (Atlanta, New Orleans, Nashville, Memphisetc.)

Report “Welcome to Atlanta!”. Video (expedia Atlanta travel guide)
1. Watch the video and make notes about the places you can visit in Atlanta.

2. Why is the city called “the city in the forest”?

3. When was the city completely burnt to the ground? 

New Orleans Mardi Gras festival 

· What makes New Orleans one of the most popular destinations in the USA?
· What is the French Quarter? 

A melting pot of French, African, and Brazilian culture meshed with many different religions, foods, and of course jazz. the French Quarter is the birthplace of jazz, with a lot of bars, clubs, and restaurants. Bourbon Street. 
3. Resorts and recreation areas: 

Report “A Travel agency represent its new direction –  Florida: America’s Vacationland

5. Creole culture and cuisine (report) Americans of various racial descent who are descended from the colonial French settlers of colonial French Louisiana. Mixture of French, Spanish, African-american, Native American heritage.
Creol music – slave songs, jazz

6. Quiz on general knowledge

· What is the “capital” of the South?
· A Center of country music.(Nashville)

· A city, where Elvis’s mansion is located (Memphis)

· A famous carnival held in New Orleans

· A place, where astronauts are trained (Cape Canaveral)

· A city, where “little Havana” is located (Miami)

· A place of the first battle between the North and the South, which marked the beginning of the Civil War

Task: 

A letter to your friend about visiting one of the cities of the South (1400-1500 characters)
#5

The southwest

1. General information 

What states are included? Where is the region located? What is special about the region? 

Notions:

The Dust Bowl 

the Okies

2. The biggest cities of the region.

Houston ( Texas) NASA headquarters ( The Lyndon Johnson Space center) 
Dallas

Texas ( size, capital, the biggest city, cuisine, main industry)

Oklahoma city Cowboy Hall of Fame
Phoenix ( Arizona)

Albuquerque (New Mexico)

Santa Fe (New Mexico) The palace of governors

3. Cultural peculiarities

Old Spanish missions; San Antonio ( p.105) 
Pueblo Indians

Navajo Indians sandpainting

4. Places of interest

Carlsbad caverns (NM) 

The Grand Canyon (Arizona); 

the Painted desert ( Arizona),

The Petrified Forest ( Arizona) 
ghost towns, Tombstone ( Arizona) cliff dwellings Betatakin

5. Customs and traditions

Cowboys, Stetson hat, cattle drives, rodeo, Texas rangers, Texas jokes; Jumbo state ; Tex-Mex food. 
Presentations:

Pueblo and Navajo Indians cultural heritage. 

Scenic Arizona and New Mexico (Carlsbad caverns (NM) the Painted desert ( Arizona),The Petrified Forest ( Arizona) 
#5

The southwest

1. General information 

What states are included? Where is the region located? What is special about the region? 

Culturally, the region is home to many Indians and Hispanics; rich in minerals; livestock raising

Notions:

The Dust Bowl (period of severe dust storms that greatly damaged the ecology and agriculture of the US. The Dust Bowl forced tens of thousands of families to abandon their farms. Many of these families, who were often known as "Okies" because so many of them came from Oklahoma, migrated to California ); the Okies

6. The biggest cities of the region.

Houston ( Texas) NASA headquarters ( The Lyndon Johnson Space center) Video
Dallas

Texas ( size, capital Austin, the biggest city, cuisine, main industry)

Oklahoma city Cowboy Hall of Fame
Phoenix ( Arizona)

Albuquerque (New Mexico)

Santa Fe (New Mexico) The palace of governors

7. Cultural peculiarities

Old Spanish missions; San Antonio ( p.105) Video
Pueblo Indians

Navajo Indians sandpainting

8. Places of interest

Carlsbad caverns (NM) Video! (Pay attention to the beautiful names of natural attractions in the cavern) eternal kiss, 

; The Grand Canyon (Arizona); Video The Best View of the Grand Canyon 
the Painted desert ( Arizona),

The Petrified Forest ( Arizona) ghost towns, Tombstone ( Arizona) cliff dwellings Betatakin
9. Customs and traditions

Cowboys, Stetson hat, cattle drives, rodeo, Texas rangers, Texas jokes; Jumbo state ; Tex-Mex food. 
Home task: Make up a test on Midwest+Southwest. 15 questions 

Presentations on the remained topics
Alaska and Havaii 

Alaska

1. General information 
· The biggest state

· Twice the size of Texas

· Has the fewest people

What is Lower 48? ( a geographical name of the continental states of the United States excluding Alaska, slang) 

The population ( Indians, Escimos, Aleut)
The biggest cities Juneau, Sitka, Anchorage, Fairbanks
Ways of traveling in Alaska , transportation system 

· Snowmobiles

· Dogsleds

· 10000 miles of road (Alaska highway Alcan links Alaska to the other states through Canada))

· Travel by water, by air (bush planes – small planes , propeller driven and can land on floats or skis)

Alaskan land use.

The land is incredibly beautiful and rich in natural resources. 
Havaii
History p. 165-166 Spotlight on the USA . Answer the questions

Economy of the state

People, culture, language.

