· LAB 1.
· Aspects of variation of the English language.
· Issues for discussion:
· National language: standard (written and oral) and non-standard (oral: social and regional dialects – no written variety).
· Divided by a common language: American and British English.
· The difference and interrelation of the varieties of the English language. Other Englishes: diversity and variety.
· Language and gender.
· Language of age and social class.
· Lexical and syntactical peculiarities of the written variety of the English language. Words used instead everyday words in academic context.
· Phonetic, lexical and syntactical peculiarities of the spoken variety of the English language.
Reading matters:
· Арнольд И.В. Стилистика. Современный английский язык: Учебник для вузов. – 5-е изд., испр. и доп. – М.: Флинта: Наука, 2002. – С. 13–18.
· Гальперин И.Я. Очерки по стилистике английского языка: Опыт систематизации выразительных средств. Изд. 2-е, испр. – М.: Книжный дом «ЛИБРОКОМ», 2012. – С. 26–45.
· Galperin I.R. Stylistics: Учебник. – 3-е изд. – М.: Высш. школа. – С. 9–41.
· Kucharenko V.A. A book of practice in stylistics: Учеб. пособие для студентов филол. фак. ун-тов, ин-тов и фак. ин. яз. – М.: Высш. шк., 1986.
– С. 108–120.
· Shakhovsky V.I. English stylistics: Учебное пособие. – М.: Изд-во ЛКИ,
2008. – С. 13–27.
Practical assignments:
1. Explain the difference between the spoken and written varieties of language:
· “Marvellous beast, a fox. Great places for wild life, these wooded chines; so steep you can’t disturb them – pigeons, jays, woodpeckers, rabbits, foxes, hares, pheasants – every mortal thing.”
· “What a marvelous beast a fox is! These wooded chines are splendid places for wild life. They are so steep that one can’t disturb anything.Therefore one can see every imaginable creature here – pigeons, jays, woodpeckers, rabbits, foxes, hares and pheasants”.
2. Some words are more associated with either spoken or written language. Again, in such cases, it is worth noting if a word has a particularly strong association with speech (S) or writing (W). Decide whether these words are more likely to be
associated with everyday spoken or everyday written English. Write S or W next to the word.
· frequently
· start
· begin
· maybe
· moreover
· whatsisname / whatsername
· thingy
· subsequently
3. Vague expressions for numbers.
· It’ll cost you somewhere in the region of £600 a month to rent a flat. [less
formal: around / about £600]
· It’ll take a week or so to get the computer repaired. [informal: more than a week, but unclear how much more]
· There was only a smattering of women authors among the prize winners. [small proportion]
· Would you like a dash of chilli sauce with your kebab? [very small quantity]
· I’d like a dollop of ice cream with my fruit salad; shall I just help myself? [usually a small amount, but we can also say a large dollop]
· Even though we put on lashings of suntan lotion, we still got sunburnt. [very large quantities]
· Every morning I have toast with oodles of butter. [very large quantities, usually of food]
4. Make the numbers in these sentences less precise.
· The company will invest £10.3 million in new technology over the next five
years.
· It could take six, seven or eight hours to drive to Aberdeen, depending on the traffic.
5. These sentences contain some more vague language items used in conversation. Underline the items that make the meaning less presice.
· I think we’ve more or less solved the problem with the computer now.
· We were in a bit of a panic when we heard there was a strike at the airport.
· If you don’t want tea, have a lemonade or something.
· In the evenings we played quiz games and things like that / that kind of thing.
· We need a big container made of plastic; a dustbin or something along those lines would do.
· He said he was fed up with all the attacks and criticisms, or words to that effect.
· Her hair’s a sort of reddish colour, and I’d say she’s, well, forty, forty-fiveish.
· They’re good shoes. They’re comfortable on long walks and that.
· I’ve been to the doctor’s and had treatments and suchlike and I’m sure it helps
in one way or another.

6. Thing and stuff are useful vague words when we cannot remember the name of something. Write definitions for each item below using thing or stuff as in the example.
· a toothbrush – a thing to clean your teeth with
· a corkscrew
· shoe polish
· a tape measure
· suntan lotion
7. Words used instead of more everyday words in an academic context
	academic word
	Every-day syno-nym
	academic word
	Every-day syno-nym

	append
	add (at the end)
	trigger
	cause

	conceive
	think up
	utilise
	use

	contradict
	go against
	the converse
	the opposite

	conveve
	meet
	crucial
	very important

	demostrate
	show
	likewise
	similarly

	denote
	be	a	sign	of,
stand for
	notwithstanding
	despite this

	negate
	make	useless,
wipe out
	somewhat
	rather

	perceive
	see
	thereby
	in this way

	reside
	lie, live
	whereby
	by which
(method)


· Rewrite this paragraph, using words from the table above, to make it sound less academic.
· The study was initially conceived in order to validate a new method of enquiry whereby genetic information could be utilised to predict disease. Our work contradicts the findings of Hill (2001); indeed it would appear to demostrate the converse of what he claimed. We perceive our work as presenting a somewhat different view of the genetic factors which trigger disease. Notwithstanding, our work does not negate Hill’s, as his studies served the crucial purpose of devising symbols to denote certain tendencies, thereby facilitating further research. We hope that Hill will likewise find our work to be valid and when international researchers conveve next April, they will concur that much of value resides in both our and Hill’s studies. Our results are appended.
8. Who do you think is most likely to be speaking, an American or a British person? What would someone who speaks the other variety have said instead?
· The bookstore is kitty-corner to the Chinese restaurant.
· There’s a creek at the end of the trail. It’s about three miles from here.
· I hit a shopping trolley in the car park when I was reversing.
· You should always use the zebra crossing to cross the street.
· Let’s cross the street here. There’s more traffic further down.
· After the road junction, look for a sign saying ‘International Airport’.

9. Match the words on the left with their equivalent on the right, and write US for American English and UK for British English in the boxes.
	dumpster
	
	skillet
	

	ground
	
	skip
	

	frying pan
	
	stove
	

	cooker
	
	earth
	


10. Listen to the British, American, New Zealand, Australian, Canadian, African and other accents at
· http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3UgpfSp2t6k, http://www.youtube.com/watc h?v=dABo_DCIdpM.
11. Match the words on the left with their definitions on the right.
· shroff – Scottish word for ‘small’
· joker – Scottish word for a child
· wee – Malasian word for university
· varsity – Australian word for ‘person’
· bairn – Caribbean word for a godmother
· washroom – Hong Kong word for a payment office at a car park
· macommere – Irish word for ‘idiot / fool’
· eejit – South African word for flat, open countryside with few trees
· veld – Canadian word for a public toilet
12. Gender awareness and vocabulary.
· A number of vocabulary changes are being introduced as a result of the feminist movement and heightened awareness of the sexist nature of some English vocabulary. David Crystal in The Cambridge Encyclopedia of the English Language writes: Attention has been focused on the replacement of ‘male’ words with a generic meaning by neutral items – chaiman, for example, becoming chair or chairperson (thought not without controversy) or salesman becoming sales assistant. In certain cases, such as job descriptions, use of sexually neutral language has become a legal requirement. There is continuing debate between extremists and moderates as to how far such revisions should go – whether they should affect traditional idioms such as man in the street and Neandertalt Man, or apply to parts of words where the male meaning of man is no longer dominant such as manhandle and woman. The vocabulary of marital status has also been affected with the introduction of Ms as a neutral alternative to Miss or Mrs.
· Answer these questions about the text.
· Why do you think there have been attempts to introduce non-sexist language of the kind described by David Crystal?
· How would you explain this expression: male words with a generic meaning?
· Why do you think there might have been controversy about attempts to change the word chairman?
· What do more extreme advocates of making English sexually neutral want to do that is unacceptable to the moderates?
· Why was Ms introduced and why is it useful?

· Do you think that using sex-biased words does affect people’s attitudes to men and women’s roles in society?
· How do you feel about imposing language changes of the different kinds that David Crystal describes?
· Do you think it is better if terms of address indicate marital status or not? Why?
· A grammatical problem in this area is the use of he / his to refer to a peson of either sex. In the sentence ‘A government minister may have to neglect his family’ the minister could be a man or a woman. However the use of ‘his’ assumes, perhaps wrongly, that it is a man. How could you rewrite this sentence to avoid this problem?
13. A modern editor would probably alter these sentences. How would this be done?
· This was a great step for mankind.
· Cleaning lady wanted for house in Priory Street.
· Policemen today spend more time in cars than on the beat.
· Miss Jones is in charge of the Manpower Department of the company.
· All our air hostesses are fluent in at least three languages.
14. Circle the best of the underlined words relating to gender to complete each sentence.
· That suit makes her look rather mannish / manly.
· Go on, jump. Don’t be such a tomboy / sissy!
· Younger men are said to be more male / virile than older ones.
15. What are the non-sexist variations of the older vocabulary?
	older usage
	current usage
	older usage
	current usage

	spokesman
	
	air hostess
	

	fireman
	
	cleaning lady
	

	male nurse
	
	foreman
	

	to man
	
	manpower
	

	man-hours
	
	mankind
	


16. Language of age and social class
· In English, certain expressions will date the speaker or place them in a particular social or age group. People are often judged on the way they speak and listeners may decide that the person is either posh (upper class, negative) or common (lower class, negative). Here are some disapproiving words which are used to comment on a person’s class.
	expression
	refers to
	comment

	a pleb
	lower-class person
	adjectives	plebby
(informal) and plebeian (formal)

	an oik
	lower-class man
	implies bad behavior

	riff-raff
	lower social class
	implies lack of culture

	hoi polloi
	ordinary people
	excludes the rich or the
educated

	the chattering classes
	well-educated
	middle-
	implies
	readiness
	to



	
	class people
	express an opinion on any
subject

	bourgeois
	middle class
	implies someome who is narrow-minded	and materialistic (can also be used more objectively in a
historic context)

	the upper crust
	upper class
	people with money and
influence

	stuck-up / snooty
	behaving in a snobbish way to lower-class people
	implies	someone	who
thinks that he or she is better than other people

	new money
	people who have recently
become rich
	implies spending money
in a showy way

	a toff
	rich upper-class person
	usually used humorously


· People often continue to use the expressions that were popular when they were young. Cool! or Wicked! are the current terms of approval, whereas in the 1940s it was Spiffing! Similarly, the words people choose to use for inventions may also date them because older people may continue to use a name that was the everyday word in their youth but which has since changed. Thus, some older people may refer to a car as a motor (car), to a radio as a wireless, to trousers as slacks.
· Social class in English affects vocabulary choice in some possibly unexpected ways as certain words are, for no obvious reason, held to be either common or posh, depending on your point of view.
· Luncheon, for example, is an upper-class version of lunch.
· Toilet is considered to be a more lower-class way of referring to the lavatory or loo.
· What does the language used in the sentences below tell you about the speaker?
· We wasn’t doing nothing, was we, Tracey?
· Your new mobile is wicked – I’ll text you from uni this afternoon.
· Old Jack has bought a spiffing new motor.
· Don’t be such a chump! Aunt Angela won’t bite you!
· I’m in an awful fix, old sport!
· I’m short of money now but I’m hoping an old uncle, who’s rolling in stuff, will
kick the beam soon and leave me his fortune.
17. Read the play Pygmalion by Bernard Shaw which is based on the relationship between class and English. In the play, a professor tries to teach a poor low-class girl to speak English in such a way that she can pass as a dutchess.
· Reword what Eliza says about her aunt’s health in standard English.
· LIZA. My aunt died of influenza: so they said. But it's my belief they done the old woman in. Lord love you! Why should she die of influenza? She come through diphtheria right enough the year before. I saw her with my own eyes.

Fairly blue with it, she was. They all thought she was dead; but my father he kept ladling gin down her throat til she came to so sudden that she bit the bowl off the spoon.
What call would a woman with that strength in her have to die of influenza? What become of her new straw hat that should have come to me? Somebody pinched it; and what I say is, them as pinched it done her in. Them she lived with would have killed her for a hat-pin, let alone a hat.
[To Freddy, who is in convulsions of suppressed laughter] Here! What are you sniggering at?

LAB 2.
· Stylistics of functional styles: problems, definitions and classification.
· Issues for discussion:
· What is a functional style? Different views on the number of functional styles and their classifications.
· Belles-lettres style and its substyles (the language of poetry, emotive prose, the language of drama). Their peculiarities in the system of language means, functions, aims and pragmatic effect.
· Newspaper style and its substyles (brief news items, advertisements and announcements, headlines, editorials). Their peculiarities in the system of language means, functions, aims and pragmatic effect.
· Publicistic style and its substyles (oratory, essay, journalistic article). Their peculiarities in the system of language means, functions, aims and pragmatic effect.
· Scientific prose style and its substyles (the exact science language and the language of humanities). Their peculiarities in the system of language means, functions, aims and pragmatic effect.
· Style of official documents (business documents, legal documents, diplomacy, military documents). Their peculiarities in the system of language means, functions, aims and pragmatic effect.
Reading matters:
· Арнольд И.В. Стилистика современного английского языка. – Л., 1981. – С. 257–271.
· Galperin I.R. Stylistics. – P. 249–254, 258–265, 270–271, 281, 284–318.
· Kukharenko V.A. A Book of Practice in Stylistics. – M., 1986. – P. 108–110.
· Shakhovsky V.I. English Stylistics: Стилистика английского языка: A Course of Lectures for the 4th year students of Pedagogical universities – курс лекций для студ. 4 курса пед. ун-тов. – Волгоград: Изд-во «Перемена», 2007. – P. 51–63.

· Practical assignments:
· Identify the functional style in each of the given texts and point out their distinctive features:
1.
“North Korea detains another American over alleged hostile acts”
2. Quadruple royal murder sensation
(Mysterious death of four members of the royal family). 
3. What made us great is still what makes us great
4. KFC Corporation, based in Louisville, Kentucky, is one of the few brands in America that can boast a rich, decades-long history of success and innovation. It all started with one cook who created a soon-to-be world-famous recipe more than 70 years ago, a list of secret herbs and spices scratched out on the back of the door to his kitchen. That cook was Colonel Harland Sanders, of course, and now KFC is the world’s most popular chicken restaurant chain, specializing in that same Original Recipe® along with Extra Crispy™ chicken, home-style sides and buttermilk biscuits. There are more than 20,000 KFC outlets in 125 countries and territories around the world. And you know what? There’s still a cook in a kitchen in every last one of them, freshly preparing delicious, complete family meals at affordable prices.
5. Kate Chopin

The Night Came Slowly
I am losing my interest in human beings; in the significance of their lives and their actions. Some one has said it is better to study one man than ten books. I want neither books nor men; they make me suffer. Can one of them talk to me like the night – the Summer night? Like the stars or the caressing wind?
The night came slowly, softly, as I lay out there under the maple tree. It came  creeping, creeping stealthily out of the valley, thinking I did not notice. And the outlines of trees and foliage nearby blended in one black mass and the night came stealing out from them, too, and from the east and west, until the only light was in the sky, filtering through the maple leaves and a star looking down through every cranny.
The night is solemn and it means mystery.
Human shapes flitted by like intangible things. Some stole up like little mice to peep at me. I did not mind. My whole being was abandoned to the soothing and penetrating charm of the night.
The katydids began their slumber song: they are at it yet. How wise they are. They do not chatter like people. They tell me only: “sleep, sleep, sleep.” The wind rippled the maple leaves like little warm love thrills.
Why do fools cumber the Earth! It was a man’s voice that broke the necromancer’s spell. A man came to-day with his “Bible Class.” He is detestable with his red cheeks and bold eyes and coarse manner and speech. What does he know of Christ? Shall I ask a young fool who was born yesterday and will die tomorrow to tell me things of Christ? I would rather ask the stars: they have seen him.
6. North Korea's Kim Jong Il may be gravely ill, jeopardizing progress on halting nukes
By PAMELA HESS and MATTHEW LEE, Associated Press Last update: September 10, 2008 - 12:17 AM
7. Leonardo DiCaprio, actor in a leading role, “The Revenant”.
Thank you all so very much. Thank you to the Academy. Thank you to all of you in this room. I have to congratulate the other incredible nominees this year for their unbelievable performances. The Revenant was a product of the tireless efforts of an unbelievable cast and crew I got to work alongside. First off, to my brother in this endeavor, Mr. Tom Hardy. Tom, your fierce talent on screen can only be surpassed

by your friendship off screen. To Mr. Alejandro González Iñárritu. As the history of cinema unfolds you have forged your way into a history of these past two years. What an unbelievable talent you are! Thank you to you and Chivo for creating a transcendent cinematic experience for all of us! Thank you to everybody at Fox and New Regency. My entire team. I have to thank everyone from the very onset of my career… Mr. Keyton Johns for casting me on my first film, Mr. Scorsese for teaching me so much about this cinematic art form. To Mr. Rick Yorn. Thank you for helping me navigate my way through this industry. To my parents; none of this would be possible without you. And to my friends, I love you dearly; you know who you are… And lastly, I just want to say this: Making The Revenant was about man’s relationship to the natural world. A world that we collectively felt in 2015 as the hottest year in recorded history. Our production needed to move to the southern tip of this planet just to be able to find snow. Climate change is real, it is happening right now. It is the most urgent threat facing our entire species, and we need to work collectively together and stop procrastinating. We need to support leaders around the world who do not speak for the big polluters, but who speak for all of humanity, for the indigenous people of the world, for the billions and billions of underprivileged people out there who would be most affected by this. For our children’s children, and for those people out there whose voices have been drowned out by the politics of greed. I thank you all for this amazing award tonight. Let us not take this planet for granted. I do not take tonight for granted. Thank you so very much.
8. Start your recruitment campaign now £800
Advertise your vacancy to a quality database of 80,000 candidates. Recruit for your senior executive, management and executive positions with The Times and The Sunday Times Appointments.
Advertise now.
 9. 
Samuel Beckett 
Breath
Curtain.
1. Faint light on stage littered with miscellaneous rubbish. Hold for about five seconds.
2. Faint brief cry and immediately inspiration and slow increase of light together reaching maximum together in about ten seconds. Silence and hold about five seconds.
3. Expiration and slow decrease of light together reaching minimum together (light as in I) in about ten seconds and immediately cry as before. Silence and hold for about five seconds.
Rubbish. No verticals, all scattered and lying.
Cry. Instant of recorded vagitus. Important that two cries be identical, switching on and off strictly synchronized light and breath.
Breath. Amplified recording.
Maximum light. Not bright. If 0 = dark and 10 = bright, light should move from about 3 to 6 and back.
10. iPhone 7 dramatically improves the most important aspects of the iPhone experience. It introduces advanced new camera systems. The best performance and

battery life ever in an iPhone. Immersive stereo speakers. The brightest, most colorful iPhone display. Splash and water resistance. And it looks every bit as powerful as it is. This is iPhone 7.
11.Cholesterol and health
Cholesterol only becomes a problem when you have too much of it and it starts to promote the production of a faty plague that can clog the arteries. Interruption of blood flow to a main heart vessel on the way to the brain could cause a stroke.
Some say that cholesterol-rich foods such as eggs, shellfish and offal should be banished from the diet, but these foods don’t significantly raise cholesterol levels. The cholesterol in them is broken down quite efficiently and then excreted, so they are fine to eat in moderation.
Fibre produces substances that help to clear the blood of bad cholesterol and acts as a ‘buffer’, so less fat is brought into contact with blood vessels and less is absorbed. Fibre also keeps bad cholesterol within the gut from where it can be excreted.
12. (Preamble)
We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America

13. 
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